Emmaus Lutheran School and Preschool
Curriculum Guide
A General Information Guide to Core Academic Subjects

Welcome from Emmaus Lutheran School and Preschool

At Emmaus, our goal is to “help young people through God’s Grace, lead active Christian lives
and excel academically, socially, and physically.” We strive for excellence as we develop a
student into a well-round
Individual; one that will leave our school and carry the skills
necessary to be successful throughout his or her life. Our family-like atmosphere nurtures the
whole family—through opportunities to fellowship, sharing common experiences, and through
working together as a team to raise a child in the 21st Century. Our families keep in contact
with us long after graduation day; not because they have to, but because they have the desire
to remain a part of Emmaus. Our graduates go onto the high school and college of their choice.
Emmaus sits on over six acres of land in the heart of Alhambra. There are several beautiful
areas on campus that enhance the overall appearance, along with a large grassy field,
playgrounds, basketball courts, a covered lunch structure, and a full-size, newly renovated
gymnasium. Classrooms are enhanced with modern technology, computers,Activboards
(Smart Boards) and Internet access. Ready access to Almansor Park, which Emmaus utilizes
for physical education, science and recreation, gives us more options than many of the schools
in our area.
Emmaus Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS),
and Emmaus Lutheran School and Preschool is a mission of the congregation. Christ is the
head of everything that we do. Students develop their faith through daily worship and religion
class, chapel and worship experiences. Students are taught moral values, discipline focused on
grace, and understanding that we are forgiven children of God. All religious faiths and
denominations are welcome at Emmaus Lutheran School and Preschool.
This book outlines what Emmaus values along with its academic overview. Hopefully, you will
find the answers that you need as your read through this, knowing that the faculty and
administration care about the students entrusted to its care, wanting to fulfill the mission of the
school in every aspect. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.
In His service,
Mrs. Kit Hittinger, Emmaus Lutheran Principal

The Comet Commitments
Emmaus Lutheran School and Preschool value four basic principles that best encompass our
school program and share who we are and what we want our students to accomplish upon
leaving our school. In the following grade level sections, the Comet Commitments are broken
down in order to give a better understanding of these values in age-appropriate terms. Students
will demonstrate more than what appears here; these are sample results for each grade level. It
is the hope of Emmaus Lutheran that each of our students will graduate 8th grade, utilizing the
school program in its ultimate form. However, realizing that some will be with us for a shorter
period of time, the goal is that all students can take with them the fruits of these values and use
them as part of their foundation for the future.

CHRIST:
¨ Students learn and apply Bible Truth.
¨ Students develop their faith through daily living, devotional time, daily prayer, worship,
music and drama.
CURRICULUM:
¨ Students read, write and calculate guided by California, Federal or Common Core
Standards in the areas of mathematics, science, history, language arts, fine arts
and physical wellness.
¨ Students develop communications, critical thinking, and problem solving skills in all
curricular areas.
CHARACTER:
¨ Students demonstrate respect and responsibility toward others.
¨ Students show leadership, sportsmanship, and cooperation through a variety of
experiences.
COMMUNITY:
¨ Students serve others within the school community and beyond.
¨ Students participate in campus events that reach out to the community.

CHRIST: Students learn and apply Bible Truth.

Preschool:
● Students will learn and apply Bible Truths through daily Jesus Time lessons.
● Students write and draw pictures in Jesus Journals about what was learned in
chapel.
Kindergarten:
● Students will be able to recite weekly Bible verses by memory.
● Students will be able to tell many of the Bible truths learned.
● Students will be able to explain Jesus’ role in our salvation.
First Grade:
● Students learn Biblical truths through Old and New Testament stories, memory
work and church hymns.
● Students apply these truths by praying for each other and other people, writing
prayers for and to the ill, writing sympathy notes and birthday wishes.
Second Grade:
● Students will learn memory work verses that will help them know and apply what
God wants in their lives.
● Students will learn how they are to live from the application of Bible truths..
Third Grade:
● Students will see the promises of the Old Testament and the fulfillment of Jesus’
life, death and resurrection in the New Testament.
● Students will apply the teachings of obedience and growth of faith and joy in their
daily lives (during recess, classroom, and at home).
Fourth Grade:
● Students study the Old and New Testament events through classroom work,
discussion, and memory work.
● Students learn set guidelines for daily life through these teachings.
Fifth Grade:
● Students participate in daily lessons relating the structure of the Christian faith.
● Students memorize Bible sections to develop a foundation for faith.

Sixth Grade:
● Students learn the history of the Christian and Lutheran church and apply that
knowledge to the church today.
● Students learn how to apply Bible truths to their lives and learn Bibles verses to
help them know that Jesus is their Savior, and then be able to share that
knowledge with others.
Seventh Grade:
● Students study books of the Old Testaments and find the connection between
the Old Testament and Jesus Christ.
● Students will study biblical topics throughout the year that include profanity,
substance abuse, gambling, death, immoral conduct, and other topics.
Eighth Grade:
● Students complete a course on abstinence.
● Students create and publish a Faith Presentation.
● Students study the Word of God through various Religion lessons, projects, and
weekly memory work verses.

CHRIST: Students develop their faith through daily living,
devotional time, daily prayer, worship, music and drama.
Preschool:
● Students will pray daily at the beginning of the school day, before meals, and in
chapel, while working on Jesus Journals, during music and playtime.
Kindergarten:
● Students will learn and use formal and informal prayers during the day and
before lunch.
● Students will be able to sing several songs about God.
First Grade:
● Students will pray daily at the beginning of the school day, before meals, in
chapel, while working on Jesus Journals, during music and playtime.

Second Grade:
● Students share prayer requests and thank offerings with each other in class.
● Students are part of choir in which they praise God through singing and dancing.
Third Grade:
● Students are part of a choir that enhances worship services through singing,
dancing, doing plays and musicals.
● Students create worship centers at home and do regular prayers and devotions
at school and home.
● Baptism and church attendance are both promoted.
Fourth Grade:
● Students participate in choirs and musicals.
● Students learn from God’s Words through daily devotions and Bible study.
Fifth Grade:
● Students have opportunities for daily worship, leading prayers for the class, and
writing in a prayer journal.
● Students participate in school musicals and choirs.
Sixth Grade:
● Students participate in choir, worship dancing, Christian musicals, and hand
bells, and will aid in chapel services
● Students will write prayers and devotions based on the chapel sermons for the
week
Seventh Grade:
● Students are part of a choir that enhances worship services through singing,
dancing, doing plays and musicals.
● Prayers and devotions are held at school daily.
Eighth Grade:
● Students participate in Chapel services as ushers, Bible readers, Prayer leaders,
singers, drama participants, and hand bells

CURRICULUM: Students read, write, and calculate
guided by Federal or Common Core standards in the
areas of Mathematics, Science, History, Language Arts,
Fine Arts and Physical Wellness.
Preschool:
● Students learn through weekly themes, being given the reading and writing tools
that relate to the theme. Science, writing, drawing, blocks, and dramatic play
centers are used to also enhance the theme.
● Students learn, through skill books, to compile the entire alphabet, and to count
to thirty.
Kindergarten:
● Students will demonstrate a knowledge of letter sounds, be able to read and
write simple words, and communicate their ideas on paper.
● Students will learn and be able to read a list of up to 100 sight words.
● Students will be able to write their numbers 1-30 and be able to identify each
number.
● Students will be able to use sight words in a sentence form.
● Students will learn and demonstrate a knowledge of their birthday, their address
and their phone number.
First Grade:
● Students learn through weekly themes, being given the reading and writing tools
that relate to the theme. Science, writing, drawing, blocks, and dramatic play
centers are used to also enhance the theme.
● Students learn through skill books, to compile the entire alphabet, and to count
using larger numbers.
Second Grade:
● Students write reports after each field trip to demonstrate knowledge learned and
enhance writing skills.
● Students benefit from use of the California State Standards and Common Core
methods that set the curriculum goals for instruction.

Third Grade:
● Students learn through diversified teaching techniques, to give speeches, share
in partners and groups, and solve problems individually or with small groups in all
subject areas.
● Students use a variety of methods to enhance learning, build vocabulary, and
further reading and writing skills.
Fourth Grade:
● Students are taught all curricular areas using textbooks, activities, and field trips.
● Students present a California history project and a mission project as part of their
class requirements.
Fifth Grade:
● Students benefit from curriculum standards that set the goals and pace for
academic instruction.
● Students enhance learning and reinforce the standards through experiences
such as the Sacramento trip, the state report, science project, and the track
meet.
Sixth Grade:
● Students will write several essays including persuasive, history, science, short
stories, and poetry.
● Students will participate in the fine arts by creating art pieces that reflect the
history standards that are studied.
Seventh Grade:
● Students learn through diversified teaching techniques to give speeches, share in
partners and groups, and are given time to solve problems individually or with
small groups in all subjects.
● Students use prayer and counseling with individuals to help solve many
problems.
Eighth Grade:
● Students will complete Math performance tasks, show their work during math
practice lessons, application problems and projects throughout the year.
● Students will complete a Science Research Report and Experiment Project for
our yearly Science Fair.
● Students will debate current topics in History class and learn about US History.

● Students read and analyze novels and write expository and narrative essays, as
well as poetry.
● Students complete exercises in drama and music through choir and/or hand
bells.
● Students will learn coordination and fitness through physical exercise and sport
play.

CURRICULUM: Students develop communication, critical
thinking, and problem solving skills in all curricular areas.
Preschool:
● Students develop communication through language development throughout the
program during morning time, taking a leadership role, during share time, at
snack, lunch, inside and outside play centers, and circle time.
Kindergarten:
● Students will be able to discuss what they learn.
● Students will be able to use some of the basic principles they learn when
interacting (sharing) through play, etc.
● Students will be able to find simple solutions to various problems.
First Grade:
● Students develop communication through language development throughout the
program during morning time, taking a leadership role, during share time, at
snack, lunch, inside and outside play centers, and circle time.
Second Grade:
● Students work on projects in small groups in all curricular areas.
● Students give oral reports on information they learn.
Third Grade:
● Students have daily physical education class and game time to help teach how to
win and lose correctly.
● Students work in learning groups and partners in reading and/or Social Studies to
help teach cooperation.

Fourth Grade:
● Students provide written and oral reports throughout the school year.
● Students are tested to determine math placement beginning in fourth grade.

Fifth Grade:
● Students use various outlining, planning, and goal setting techniques in written
and oral presentations.
● Students work with partners and in groups to plan and present information for
their American History challenges.
Sixth Grade:
● Students will be able to think critically about ancient civilizations and be able to
apply their knowledge to events in those countries that are happening today.
● Students will be able to use problem solving skills to construct their own science
experiment and participate in other science experiments.
Seventh Grade:
● Students participate in a technology program called CEO Challenge, where they
create their own business, and using the tools of Microsoft Office, develop a
business plan, budget, business cards, letterhead, store outline, etc. They also
hold a mock business expo to gain contacts with the other businesses in order to
create a contact list.
● Students work through novels in order to participate in a writers’ workshop that
allow them to critically think through what they have read and express it through
writing, they use Accelerated Reader to enhance vocabulary and reading
comprehension skills.
Eighth Grade:
● In all subjects students will work in cooperative groups to work on debating and
problem solving skills as well as communicating with others.
● Students will develop critical thinking skills and problem solving skills by
completing Math performance tasks, Science Projects, and essays and research
reports in Language Arts, Literature, History, and Science classes.

CHARACTER: Students demonstrate respect and
responsibility toward others.
Preschool:
● Students are taught to respect their teachers and peers.
● Students are taught to take responsibility for their own actions.
Kindergarten:
● Students will learn to raise their hand and take turns in classroom discussion.
● Students practice the Golden Rule--”Treat others they way they want to be
treated.”
● Students take care of their own property and supplies.
First Grade:
● Students are taught to respect their teachers and peers.
● Students are taught to take responsibility for their own actions.
Second Grade:
● Students learn responsibility by writing daily homework assignments and using
their agenda.
● Students practice respect and responsibility through activities and role-playing.
Third Grade:
● Students share their plays and programs with each other, other classes, parents
and the community.
● Students sing and lead worship in church to enhance adult worship.
Fourth Grade:
● Students are expected to use proper Christian behavior and attitudes daily.
● Students are required to complete homework assignments that is graded and
returned for parent information.
Fifth Grade:
● Students work with peers and faculty advisors on Student Government
committees.
● Students assist second graders as worship partners in chapel.

Sixth Grade:
● Students show respect in the classroom by affirming each other.
● Students show respect to adults in the classroom, during recess, and around the
campus.
Seventh Grade:
● Students play on sports teams and learn teamwork and good sportsmanship.
● Students practice leadership skills on extended class trips (such as the pilgrim
ship), where peer leadership takes place.
Eighth Grade:
● Students have chapel partners for whom they are responsible.
● Students work together in cooperative groups on projects in Literature and
Science
● Students exhibit respect and care as they help around campus and lead student
activities.

CHARACTER: Students show leadership, sportsmanship,
and cooperation through a variety of experiences.
Preschool:
● Students show leadership through organizing play during free playtime inside
and outside.
● Students show cooperation during activities that require taking turns and playing.
Kindergarten:
● Students will take turn being helpers in class by having a job that he or she is
responsible for doing (i.e.--door helper, line leader, etc.)
● Students will work together playing games, acting out stories and making art
projects.
First Grade:
● Students show leadership through organizing play during free playtime outside
and indoors.
● Students show cooperation during activities that require taking turns and playing.

Second Grade:
● Students will take turns being the “helper of the day.”
● Students will work together playing games, acting out stories, and making art
projects.
Third Grade:
● Students show leadership through organizing play during free play.
● Students show cooperation during activities that require taking turns and playing.
● Students have extra work packets and outside of classroom requirements that
help teach personal responsibility and time management.
Fourth Grade:
● Students are expected to follow classroom and playground rules when playing
games and working cooperatively together.
● Students have their first opportunity to serve on Student Government
Committees or Council.

Fifth Grade:
● Students develop team building skills in P.E. class and through participation on
the junior varsity volleyball, football and basketball teams.
● Students participate and represent their class in Student Government activities.
Sixth Grade:
● Students participate in Student Council and in other committees around campus.
● Students show leadership and cooperation by helping the first grade during
chapel services and other events.
Seventh Grade:
● Students act as acolytes for chapel services.
● Students are given a more active and hands on role in planning events for
Student Government and activities such as the variety show, field day and fall
festival.
Eighth Grade:
● Students learn sportsmanship through PE activities as well as sports like football,
volleyball, basketball, tennis, and track.
● Students learn by participation and leadership of Student Council activities.
● Students exhibit cooperation by working with others in dramas, choirs, and
handbell choirs.

COMMUNITY: Students serve others within the school
community and beyond.
Preschool:
● Students and their families attend and support several evening school activities,
both on and off campus.
● Students participate in singing in church.
Kindergarten:
● Students share God’s love through singing in church.
● Students and the families participate in a variety of activities.
First Grade:
● Students and their families attend and support several evening school activities,
both on and off campus.
● Students participate in singing in a choir and in church services.
Second Grade:
● Students take turns leading small groups in classroom activities.
● Students learn cooperation in whole group and small group activities.
Third Grade:
● Students assist with worship services through music and drama, and do extra
class performances for special groups, convalescent homes, and the like.
Fourth Grade:
● Students collect food and money for various Christian organizations.
● Students participate in a recycling program.
Fifth Grade:
● Students put up and take down the flags daily.
● Students collect food for the San Gabriel Community and participate in recycling
on campus.

Sixth Grade:
● Students participate in recycling in the classroom and on campus.
● Students act as chapel partners for the younger students, assisting them before,
during, and after the services.
Seventh Grade:
Eighth Grade:
● Students serve on Student Council Committees like Service & Wellness,
Yearbook, Spirit, Worship, Newspaper, and Athletics.
● Students usher for chapel services, and assist with worship through playing
handbells, participating in dramas, and singing in choirs.

COMMUNITY: Students participate in campus events that
reach out to the community.
Preschool:
● Students and their families attend and support several evening school activities,
both on and off campus.
● Students participate in singing in church.
Kindergarten:
● Students participate in chapel offering.
● Students are an active part of planned school activities that reach out and include
the community.
First Grade:
● Students participate in the Fall Festival and Variety Show annually.
● Students join together with the school in fundraising and chapel efforts.
Second Grade:
● Students participate in singing and dancing in church.
● Students participate in festivals, semester parties and activities.
Third Grade:
● Students take an active approach to special chapel projects (i.e. purchased a
cow for Lutheran World Relief).
● Students participate in all campus service projects with enthusiasm.
Fourth Grade:
● Students participate in church services on Sundays.
Fifth Grade:
● Students use weekly chapel offerings to help various mission projects.
Sixth Grade:
● Students participate in recycling in the classroom and on campus.
● Students participate in the community activities planned by the school.

Seventh Grade:
● Students participate in campus events that help promote good community
service skills.
● Students help plan and lead in school and community activities, taking on
leadership roles as an example to lower grade students.
Eighth Grade:
● Students plan and lead community and school activities like our Fall Festival,
Christmas Extravaganza, and other events.
● Students participate in our district Service day.

Curriculum Overview
Emmaus Lutheran School and Preschool work together to educate and equip a well-rounded
child. As you review the following curriculum overviews, remember that this is a summary of
items covered in each academic area. Activities, field trips, experiments, technology, and the
like are also used to enhance understanding and learning, as teachers creatively, thoughtfully,
and age-appropriately put together these experiences in order to help achieve our goal for
producing a well-rounded and equipped child. In addition to the academic subjects, students
have other experiences that help them develop. Please see below for an overview of other
parts of our overall program.
Music and Fine Arts
All students in grades Kindergarten through 8 participate in a singing choir. Each choir meets
weekly, and prepares music for various worship services and/or programs, plays or musicals.
All Emmaus students (preschool included) perform periodically by enhancing the worship
service at Emmaus Lutheran Church. Although it is not mandatory for students to attend, it is
highly encouraged, as it helps students to learn responsibility through giving back to the school
and larger community. Each year, the entire student body participates in Education Sunday,
held in September, the Christmas programs, held in December, and Lutheran School’s Sunday,
held in January. In addition to that, selected grades participate in different plays, dramas,
chapel services, etc. Participating in choir teaches a discipline, not only for the musical training,
but it teaches teamwork and other various responsibilities.
Beginning in Grade 5, students are involved in handbell choirs. These choirs teach basic music
concepts such as timing and reading music, teamwork, responsibility and how to be part of a
musical instrument ensemble. It also develops confidence in performance, as students
regularly play for chapel, worship services, and special events.
Physical Education/Sports
All students are required to take PE as part of their overall curriculum. In grades K-4, students
have PE once per week with the tennis instructor, and then the other days, PE is done with the
classroom teacher. In the upper grades, PE is done by the classroom teachers and coaches.
Structured exercise and activities are planned to help enhance students physically. In addition
to PE, students in grades 5-8 have the option of playing on sports teams. Girls play volleyball,
basketball, and track; boys play football, basketball, and track. Tennis is offered, when
possible, to grades 4-8.
Reading/Accelerated Reading/ Vocabulary
All students in grades K-8 participate in Accelerated Reading. This is an online program
purchased by Emmaus that assigns levels to popular reading materials. Students are assessed
at the beginning of each year, and again throughout the year to mark improvement. Students
are given a reading level and may choose books in that level to read for points. After the
completion of each book, an online test is taken to ensure understanding and comprehension.
AR, as it is referred to, enhances students' vocabulary skills and reading comprehension skills.

Wordly Wise is used in grades 1-8 as a specific and additional way to help build vocabulary.
This program is in text format, giving students a variety of activities to help understand the
meaning and use of words. Grade 4 will be piloting the Wordly Wise online program this year.
Mathematics
Math is very important for students to master, and taken very seriously at Emmaus. Students in
Kindergarten through grade 4 are using two math programs, Saxon Math and Singapore Math.
Beginning in grade 4, students are placed in math levels based on ability. For those that are
advanced, they can advance to the next level in order to better meet their needs. For students
who may not be ready to do grade level work, they are also placed accordingly in order to get
the help needed to succeed. Students move between levels when appropriate. Geometry is
the highest level taught at Emmaus, and the coursework is high school equivalent.
All students in grades K-8 have access and participate in Mathletics. This is an online program
purchased by Emmaus to help enhance math skills and to practice math facts. Teachers set
lessons and goals for each class using the Common Core Standards and California Standards.
Students must complete certain lessons in order to proceed to the next level and/or to compete
with other students around the world in mini math competitions. Prizes are awarded for level
completions. Since this is a self-paced program, students may excel and go above grade level
as necessary.
Technology
Emmaus uses technology daily in a variety of ways to ensure that students are prepared to use
technology in daily life. Emmaus partners with Beyond Technology Education (BTE) to prepare
students in grades K-8 in the basics of Microsoft Office, keyboarding and beginning coding.
Once students master these skills, additional options for classes include Photoshop, CEO
Challenge and CEO marketing. Teachers in various grades have students use technology for
projects, research, reports, Accelerated Reading, Wordly Wise and Mathletics. Teachers have
activboards, lap top computers, Elmos (document cameras) and iPads to help them enhance
learning through technology. Lastly, the school subscribes to BrainPop and United Streaming to
help provide extra resources for lesson starters and media clips to enhance student learning.
Social Studies
Social Studies (history) is taught in all grades K-8, as part of the regular, daily curriculum.
Students learn age-appropriate and standards based materials using the textbook, hands-on
activities, field trips and projects.
Science
Science is taught in all grades K-8, as part of the regular, daily curriculum. Students learn
age-appropriate and standards based materials through use of the working textbook, science
experiments, field trips, projects, and in grades 5-8, a science experiment/project.

Student Government/Committees
Emmaus has an extensive student government program that has been in place for many years.
Students in grades 7-8 may be officers on the student council, with elected positions for the
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. There is a class representative elected in
each classroom, grades 4-8. Students who do not win for an elected position during election
time may serve as a Board of Directors Member on the council, as we want to encourage as
many of our students as possible to participate in the program and show school spirit and gain
leadership skills.
In addition, there are Commissioners for several groups that also serve on the student council
board, with the task of not only leading the individual committee (see below), but to report to the
council about what each committee is doing.
Committees include:
Worship Committee--Students make decision on what charitable organizations the chapel
offerings go to each month, and decide on what service projects are completed.
Athletic Committee--Students make sure that classroom balls are supplied, pumped up and
available for each class. These students are also responsible to help run the score clocks and
do the statistics for games, ensure that the gym or field is prepared for sporting events, etc.
Newspaper Committee--Students create a school newspaper with information/articles pertaining
to campus events, upcoming happenings and the like.
Spirit Committee--(members of the Cheer Squad) Students lead pep rally activities and help with
planning spirit days, dances and activities that show school spirit.
SWS (Safety and Wellness) Committee--Students help lead Red Ribbon Week, put up safety
posters, report hazards, help clean up around campus and any other special projects deemed
necessary to make the campus safer and better.
Yearbook Committee--Students are selected by the adviser of this committee to help plan and
execute the process of creating an annual school yearbook for the school. This committee does
quite a bit of its work after school.
The Emmaus student government works together to help put together activities for ALL students
in school, including the Fall Festival and Lutheran Schools Week.

Emmaus Lutheran Preschool Curriculum Overview

3 Year Old Class

Motor Skills
· Walks stairs, holding rail, alternating feet
· Runs around obstacles
· Balances on one foot for several seconds
· Hops on one foot
· Pushes, pulls, steers wheeled toys
· Rides a tricycle
· Uses slide without assistance
· Jumps over 6-inch high objects, landing feet together
· Throws ball overhead
· Catches bounced ball
· Fastens snaps
· Built 9 to 12-block tower
· Drives nails and pegs
· Copies Circle
· Imitates cross
· Rolls and shapes clay forms
· Strings 1/2 inch beads
· Cuts across a strip of paper
· Completes 10 piece form board
Communication Skills
· Begins to understand time concepts such as “Tomorrow we go to Grandma’s House.”
· Understands “big” and “bigger” and “long” and short”
· Understands relationships expressed by “if...then…”, and “because…”
· Carries out a series of 2 to 4 related directions
· Understands when told “let’s pretend”
· Vocabulary of more than 1,000 words
· Understands some abstract words
· Answers questions
· Uses plurals
· Tells about past experiences
· Uses –ed on verbs to indicate past tense

· Uses pronouns (I and me) to refer to self
· Repeats a nursery rhyme; sings a song
· Repeats 3 digits in sequence
· Speech is understandable to strangers, but continues to contain some errors
· Sentence length is generally 4-5 words
· Uses prepositions (in, under & on) in syntactical structures
Cognitive Skills
· Recognizes and matches 6 colors
· Works 3-5 piece puzzles
· Intentionally stacks blocks or rings by size order
· Builds 3 block bridge
· Draws a somewhat recognizable picture
· Names and briefly explains pictures
· Counts 3 objects
· Knows gender and age
· Knows first and last names
· Has short attention span; is easily distracted
· Learns through observing and imitating adult actions
· Has increased understanding of function and groupings of objects
· Puts two halves together to form a simple picture
· Comprehends concept of same-different
· Matches geometrical forms
· Begins to be aware of the concept of past and present
Personal –Social Skills
· Eats independently with minimal assistance
· Brushes hair independently
· Pours from pitcher into cup
· Spreads butter with knife
· Buttons and unbuttons large buttons
· Washes hands independently
· Uses facial tissue, with reminder
· Uses toilet independently (may need assistance to clean and dress self)
· Put on shoes and socks (without tying)
· Brushes teeth adequately
· Joins in play of other children, interacts
· Takes turns and shares, with encouragement
· Tries to help with chores, such as sweeping
· Begins dramatic play, acting out scenes, such as babysitting

Emmaus Lutheran Preschool Curriculum Overview

4 Year Old Class

Small Motor Skills
· Button and unbutton buttons
· Cut on a straight line and a curved line with scissors
· Complete an 8 to 10 piece puzzle
· Reproduce some letters and numerals
· Buckles a belt and zips separated fasteners
· Adds five parts to an incomplete man
· Form familiar objects out of playdough or clay
· Use crayon or pencil with control within a defined area
· Reproduce shapes
· Control brush and paint
· String ten small beads and follow a sequence of holes when lacing
· Build a tower with up to nine blocks
· Pour liquid into a glass with ease
· Pick up and insert objects easily into a pegboard

Large Motor Skills
· Walks with control and confidence in many directions
· Skips and/or hops on one foot and balances on one foot for 10 seconds
· Walks on straight line while keeping balance and up and down stairs alternating their feet.

Jump over obstacle, landing on 2 feet.
· Catch, bounce or throw a ball or bean bag and catch with hands
· Manipulate a scarf, hoop, ball, stick or beanbag in his own personal space
· Push, pull and steer wheeled toys

Religion
· Know that Jesus loves them and is their best friend
· Know that Jesus died and rose again
· Know that “wrong” things are sin
· Recognize that the Bible is God’s Word
· Recognizes Bible truths vs. fantasy
· Know that God provides needs and heals us
· Join in worship activities, say prayers, and sing hymns
· Know that they can talk to God through prayer and that He will hear them

· Know that God created all living things for us to enjoy
· Can retell short Bible stories
· Forgive playmates and show respect
· Trust God for care and protection

Language
· Speak confidently in the classroom and clearly enough for adults to understand; express ideas
· Speak in expanded sentences and take part in conversations with other children
· Ask how and why questions
· Experiences many stories to enrich their vocabulary
· Experiment with rhyming words
· Follow three directions
· Know most body parts
· Role play
· Identify letters in own name and write first name
· Read from left to right
· Pretend to write by scribbling horizontally and include features of real letters in scribbling
· Write words with invented spellings
· Show an awareness that print in books tell a story and read a story with print in book
· Can sequence events
· Aware of alphabet sequences and recognizes the alphabet letters
· Has a vocabulary of 1,200 to 1,500 words

Math
· Rote count to 20
· Count 14 objects using one to one correspondence
· Understand ordinal positions first through fifth
· Understands that each number is one more than the preceding number and understands the

concept of zero
· Recognize and order the cardinal numerals in sequence
· Classify objects by color, size, shape and texture
· Sequence by different sizes
· Understand fractions 1/2, 1/4 and whole
· Identify a set as a collection of objects and can distinguish between sets by matching more,
less and same
· Label objects by size
· Match and discriminate between colors
Science
· Experience science through cooking
· Promote understanding of science concepts through direct experience
· Build an intuitive background for problem solving

· Develop initiation and motivation while exercising curiosity and scientific questioning
· Develop initiation and motivation
· Sharpen observation and discrimination recording skills
· Enhance skills of experimentation including both predicting and testing outcomes
· Enhance skills of experimentation including both predicting and testing outcomes
· Apply basic mathematical concepts to scientific inquiry
Social Skills/ Social Studies
· Develops positive self-esteem, becomes empathic, responsible, self directed individuals who

can function in a group
· Listen to others without interruption and use good manners
· Follow rules and directions, show self-control and comply with set limits
· Resolve conflicts during play by means of problem-solving and conflict resolution
· Share in pleasurable experiences, initiate activities with peers/self and maintain their role in
play
· Understand how people are alike and how they are different
· Understand that everyone has needs and wants
· Dramatize a story with increased accuracy
· Understand that self and others change
· Understand that rules help
· Experience the joy of helping others
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Kindergarten
Language Arts
Students in Kindergarten learn the various letters, their sounds and to write both upper and
lower case letters. They learn to read and write simple words. The students identify
rhyming words through games and songs. They practice reading comprehension. They can
distinguish fact from fantasy. Students illustrate and label simple ideas. They act out
stories.
Mathematics
Students learn the relationships of numbers and objects. They graph and compare
amounts. Using simple objects, they perform addition and subtraction and the practice
estimation. They sort objects by color, shape, and size. The students learn to compare the
lengths, weights, and capacities of objects. They understand time concepts such as
yesterday, today and tomorrow. They tell time to the hour on both analog and digital clocks.
The students are able to name geometric shapes and point them out in their environment.
They identify and extend simple patterns. They are introduced to many tools for math such
as clocks, geoboards, tangrams, linking cubes, pattern blocks, balance scales, liquid
measurement and money.
Social Studies/History
Students learn the importance of rules and practice them. They recognize national symbols
and recite the pledge daily. The students understand the role of different workers in a
school and in the greater community. They identify traffic signals and map symbols. They
construct simple maps and diagrams of a community. They use a calendar, putting days
and months in order. The students learn important historical events and people. They learn
about how people live in different times and places. Students also learn about families.
Science
Students use all of their senses to explore the world around them. They observe, measure
and predict a variety of objects. They graph the results and draw pictures. Students can tell
things that are alive from things that aren’t. They observe the changeability of ice, water,
and evaporation. The students learn about the life stages of various animals and plants,
and observe and classify their similarities and differences. The students learn about
changes in weather and the seasons. They learn about the changes in plants and animals
that occur during the seasons and in different parts of the world. They explore the
properties of magnets, rocks, shells, and perform simple experiments.

Religion
Through stories, acting, and pictures, the students learn many of the Old and New
Testament stories. They learn and are encouraged to practice forgiveness and kindness.
The students hear the faithfulness and love of God. They learn how Bible truths apply to
their lives. They learn a weekly Bible verse to help remind them of the Bible story they have
learned.
Personal Development
Students will learn the importance of proper hand washing in order to prevent the spread of
illness. They are encouraged to work out problems respectfully.
Outdoor Education/Field Trips
Students observe and collect various natural objects around the school. Students go on
field trips to various places such as a farm, a playhouse, a children’s museum and a science
center.
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First Grade
Reading
Phonics/Phonemic Awareness: Blending, rhyming, decode books which focus on a new sound
long and short with sight words in between, class practice and repetition, phonics workbooks,
weekly spelling journal, and flash cards containing the sound(s), and a picture with a word
example.
Comprehension: Reading stories/poetry that teach a lesson, identifying authors and illustrators
to their work and the message they want to convey, fact vs. fiction, identifying a theme, asking
questions about what they know and don’t know about a topic, compare/contrast. group
discussion, pair discussion, giving examples, telling why and how, practicing using a complete
thought in speaking and writing, group projects, presentations, general repetition, student choice
activities, reinforcement games, independent worksheets, collaboration, comprehension
workbook, Accelerated Reader, and class discussion.
Vocabulary: A blend of spelling and curriculum words mostly from science, social studies, and
the unit reading topics and their stories. 15 minutes of silent reading time with level appropriate
books every day, Accelerated Reader, weekly spelling journal and use of vocabulary cards.
Grammar: Nouns, pronouns, possessive nouns, verbs, adverbs, and adjectives.
Writing: Complete sentences, main ideas with supporting details, staying on topic without
repeating, stretching a sentence, using word webs and graphic organizers to further ideas,
writing a story in steps, editing, peer editing, rough vs. final draft, conclusions, reading
correction markings, titles, capitals, periods, quotation marks, and commas.

Math
Computation: Addition and subtraction with both single and double digit numbers. Some
reached adding double digits and carrying over to the 10’s/100’s column. Some reached
subtracting double digits and borrowing from the 10’s/100’s column. Adding and subtracting
money and labeling. Timed single digit fact sheets (40 addition problems within 2-3 min/ 40
subtraction problems within 3-4 min).
Shapes: 2D and 3D shapes, parallelograms, congruent shapes, polygons, knowing the
difference between size and shape, dividing shapes and pictures into fractions, identifying a line
segment, measuring lines with cm and inches.
Placing numbers: writing numbers in word and number form. counting tally marks, counting past
100, identifying 1’s, 10’s, 100’s, and 1000’s place, identifying greater than and less than,
recognizing double digits having a 10’s place vs. a one’s place in computation, putting numbers
in order from least to greatest or greatest to least, and using a number line to aid with addition
and subtraction.

Graphs: Compare and contrasting data with sentences and numbers. Shading in graphs and
gathering data. Counting the differing quantity between two columns, (how much more, and how
much less).
Time: The big hand is the minute hand, the little hand is the hour hand, digital vs. analog clocks,
identifying the time on the hour and the time half past an hour. Some students were able to
calculate any time on the clock when counting by 5’s.
Money: Identifying each coin, (penny, nickel, dime, and quarter) how much it is worth, and
adding different coins together. Some students were able to add and subtract a specific number
of coin(s) to “buy” an item with a set price when given a certain amount of money.
Story Problems: Solving for simple addition and subtraction problems, eliminating unneeded
information, drawing pictures showing understanding of what happened in the story, writing a
matching number sentence and solving the problem using the picture, creating their own story
problems.
Other: Temperature in degrees Fahrenheit, days of the week and month with their spelling,
seasons with their spelling, writing the date, knowing the difference between day, date, and
year, knowing the number ending when writing the date, and identifying the weather.
Social Studies
Skills:Critical thinking, using a table of contents to find a page number, lesson, or chapter, using
graphic organizers, using complete sentences and being specific in a written or spoken answer,
how to work as a group on a project, creating a poster on a main idea, writing a book report on a
historical hero,presenting, studying for a test and collaborating vs. taking turns sharing ideas.
Topics: People in our world: Our families, friends, communities, our peers and fellow citizens,
and our leaders and rulers. Where we live: Our world, our country, our country’s neighbors, our
state, and the difference between a city/town, suburb and rural area.
Working in our world: A need vs. a want, goods, and services, how they work together, and why
they are important, buying vs. trading or selling, what it means to save, all kinds of jobs, and
where our food comes from.
Changes: Learning about the past, present, and future, the first Americans, what school was like
in the past, why and how people move/travel, and how we can share news and our ideas
successfully with others.
Science:
Skills: Thinking like a scientists, basing an answer on a fact, using and analyzing data,
conducting a science experiment using appropriate steps, filling out a science journal, note
taking, drawing and labeling observations, making vocabulary notecards, asking a scientific
question, presenting, group work, poster work, using a table of contents to find a page number,
lesson, or chapter, completing a chapter review independently, studying for a test and making
an environmental diorama.
Topics:The Nature of Science: skills, questions, tools, scientists have, how to think like a
scientist, sharing data,recording data, what skills do scientists have, and the scientific method.

The Design Process: What is technology and how do we use it, how can we create something,
what are the steps to creating something, what materials can we use and where do they come
from, why are steps important, starting over with a new idea when the first try doesn’t work.
Living Things and Their Environments: Living vs. nonliving things, what does a living thing need
to survive, which animals live in which environment and why, what are the different
environments, what do different animals need to live in their environments. What kind of animals
and plants are extinct.
Plants and Animals: Groups of living things, parts of a plant, how plants grow, how animals
grow, how are living things like their parents, how are groups of living things different, why
plants and animals need each other, the life cycles of plants and animals.
Earth and Sky: What is the earth’s surface made of, what are they different rocks and soil, what
are natural resources and how can we use them, what is the sun, and what causes day and
night.
Weather: What is the water cycle, what are the different types of weather, good weather vs. bad
weather, different types of clouds, measuring weather, the four seasons and why we have
seasons.
Religion
Broad Concepts: Bible stories, history, Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection, saved by grace
through faith, the sacraments, the trinity, living out God’s word, consequences of our sin, Satan,
and heaven vs. hell, evangelism, The Ten Commandments, what it means to have morals and
why they are important, prayer, devotions, singing, showing love to others, repentance, and
asking for forgiveness.
Unit Topics: God Blesses a Family and God Blesses a Nation: Beginning with Noah and The
Flood through Moses and the Israelites leaving Egypt. God Blesses Leaders and God Speaks
through Prophets: The Israelites journey all the way to the Promised Land. The Savior Comes,
Jesus Speaks to the People, Jesus’ Miracles, and Jesus Saves: Jesus’ birth, life, ministry,
death, and resurrection.
Tell About Jesus: The disciples spreading the gospel after Jesus’ ascension and how we should
do the same.
Personal Development
First grade personal and social developments are based on the Comet Commitments: Christ,
Curriculum, Community and Character. Students learn to be proud of accomplishments,
responsibility of possessions, the awareness of the feelings of others. They learn to play fairly
in groups and games with rules. They learn the excitement of learning new things. They learn
to work alone or in groups and to modify accordingly.
Outdoor Education/Field Trips
First grade field trips include places like the California Science Center, the Theatre, the
Kidspace Museum . These field trips help students learn more about science and space. All
field trips are curriculum based for more fun in learning.
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Second Grade
Language Arts
Students are taught the basics of reading through phonics and sight words and use of context
clues. Grammar and Vocabulary are learned using different genres with an emphasis on
comprehension. Use of questions, comparisons, predictions, synonyms, antonyms, prefixes,
suffixes, homophones, homographs increase student’s reading ability. Students learn to
increase writing abilities from simple sentences to more complex sentences through journal,
creative writing activities.
Mathematics
Students continue building on the concepts, computation, and comprehensions of numbers
using Saxon mathematical methods.
Addition and subtraction facts and computation,
multiplication and division concepts, graphing, diagramming, geometric shapes, line segments,
time, measurements, fractions, patterns, are among the many contexts of mathematics for
second graders.
Social Studies/History
Students study the following subjects and concepts: Communities and citizenship, landforms
and resources, family culture and ways of living, ways people work and live, America’s past and
government.
Science
Through hands on activities, videos, and textbook information and reports, students study
interactions of living and nonliving things: nature of science, use of technology, animals and
habitats, life cycles, rocks and minerals, space, seasons and weather.
Religion
Selected Old and new Testament Bible stories are learned with the theme that the Father
created everything and to save His human creation planned through many generations the
sending of His Son, Jesus, the Messiah. Jesus did come, live, die for the forgiveness of all
believers. The Father chooses to give us the Holy Spirit to help us believe and share this
message with others. Students learn through Bible stories, Memory verses, prayers, and songs
how all this relates to them personally and in their living.
Personal Development
Second graders continue to build on personal skills of responsibilities and accountability through

the use of the Premier Agenda. Social skills are also promoted through group work in class,
cooperation, guidelines for classroom behavior and participation, accountability in the
relationships with others in the classroom and on the playground.
Outdoor Education/Field Trips
Field trips are scheduled with other grades to enhance the science curriculum, social studies
and history curriculum, and/or the language arts curriculum. After each field trip each second
grader responds to the activity in a variety of ways, such as reports, drawings, etc.
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Third Grade
Language Arts
The Open Court Reading Program is used to help students with word analysis, fluency,
decoding, phonics, and vocabulary development. Reading comprehension is stressed and
practiced with tests, oral participation, and extra worksheets and packets. Oral expression
during reading is taught. Many chapter books are read for book reports and some literature is
read together with writing units attached to them.
Different forms of literature are
used…especially poetry. Writing is done in every subject. Monthly writing journals are done by
each student. Stories and poems are also done, using the writing process. Expository,
descriptive and narrative writing is stressed. A language workbook which stresses the grammar
and punctuation is completed throughout the year. Daily Language review sheets are used
each week. Essay answers are expected in every subject, especially in the science, social
studies, and religion tests. Extra reports are done in various subjects also. Oral speaking is
accomplished by sharing in the classroom and through various plays and performances on
stage. Spelling is mainly taught through a workbook, which has many dictionary and phonics
skills included in it.
Social Studies/History
Students learn about the connections to the past (history of our United States), the geography of
the United States, and the development of our country, from the Native Americans to modern
America. Four types of Native Americans are studied, which match the geography of each tribe.
Pilgrims, pioneers, and traders are studied. Modern agriculture and industry is studied..
Holidays and Washington DC is also included in the curriculum. A major “Country of the World”
report is required at the end of the book. The sharing of these helps the students to learn about
the children, education, and culture of those around the world. The Scholastic News Weekly
Newspaper encourage students to keep abreast of current news in the world and in our country.
A field trip to Outdoor Discover helps the students learn about Native American culture and
living from nature.
Mathematics
Using Saxon Math, the third grade students understand place value to 1,000,000. They learn to
solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Students learn the
relationship of whole numbers, simple fractions and decimals. The third grade student learn
simple algebra and its functions, measurement and geometry, statistics, data analysis, and
probability. In mathematical reasoning the students make decisions about how to approach
problems, use concepts in finding solutions and generalize to solve other situations. Extensive

use of manipulatives for learning new concepts is used, and flash cards and speed tests are
also used to enhance the ability to do basic facts efficiently.
Science
Students study earth science: the relationship of the moon, stars, and planets. Rotation,
revolution, and tilting teach seasons and day and night. Constellations, phases of the moon, and
space shuttles are also related in the curriculum. Life science includes the growth, cycles, and
relationships of plants and animals. Water and energy are also studied and related to our needs
in society. Experiments are done regularly to help enhance concepts. Field trips to the
Observatory, Safari Park, and the Oceanography study on the ocean help to develop important
science concepts. Several reports and projects are required (Space, plants and animals)
Religion
The central focus of the religion class is the Way to Eternal Life, through Jesus Christ and His
grace and forgiveness. We use the primary Bible stories from the Old Testament that point to
the Messiah. We study the New Testament stories, especially the life, death, resurrection of
Christ, and the overview of Acts. When the year is completed, our goal is to know the overview
of the entire Bible. Puppets, drama, spiritual-message magic tricks, group work, memory work,
songs, and a workbook all enhance the story details and the application for the children’s daily
life behaviors. The goal is to model their life after Christ Himself. The class presents a large
production in the fall about Thanksgiving, focusing not only on the history of Pilgrims, but also
why we are so thankful to God for everything. They participate in the big Christmas program,
do an Easter play for the school and congregation, and are usually part of the Spring Musical.
These productions really enhance the meaning of Christ in their lives.
Outdoor Education/Field Trips
Grade three has an annual field trip in the fall to “Outdoor Discovery School.” it is held at Trask,
a Boy Scout camp n the mountains. A forest ranger leads the class through many activities,
including a hike where we see animals and tracks, do soil and stream water testing
experiments, learn about plants, study the Native Americans who lived their previously, study
conservation, and enjoy nature. We also make crafts: plaster animal track prints and leather
designing to name a couple. Students also visit Wild Animal Park in San Diego County, where
animals in their natural environments are studied. In addition, students do an “Oceanographer
for a Day” trip in Long Beach. They ride on a “floating lab” boat and study the sea creatures we
catch with nets and scoops from behind the boat. Children classify the sea creatures with the
science teacher on board.
Personal Development
Third graders personal and social development reflect the Comet Commitments: Christ,
Curriculum, Community, and CHARACTER. Students learn to use proper behavior, respect,
and morals through religion class, devotions, drama, group work, and prayer. Students practice
“unconditional love” to others, like Christ demonstrates. The children learn social skills,

teamwork, and how to play well together through many games and PE. The children develop
an excitement for learning new things.
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Fourth Grade
Language Arts
In the fourth grade, there is a major stress on the grammar part of the English language. The
students write descriptive, comparison and contrast, research papers and poems. Grammar is
the most important component in this process. The formation of sentences and the use of
correct grammar are stressed in classroom work and homework.
Social Studies/History
Fourth grade students study the state of California. Physical and geographical features, social,
political life, and the study of Spanish and Mexican influence on the formation of the state are
studied. Important events like the Bear Flag Revolt, the Mexican War, the Gold Rush and
Statehood are presented. Classroom work includes papers for each chapter and homework is
assigned for each chapter. A chapter test is also administered. The highlight of the course is
each student is required to choose and build a mission.
There is a presentation in the
classroom in both written and verbal form. At the beginning of the year, the students do a
Constitution unit. This touches on the Preamble, Articles 1-3 on the three branches of
government, Article 4 on states rights, Article 5 on making laws, the Bill of Rights, and some of
the other amendments.
Mathematics
The math program stresses many concepts.
These include sequencing, place value,
regrouping, multiplication, division of two and three digit numbers, Roman numerals, decimals,
metric and US measurements, fractions, word problems, estimating, geometry, and other
concepts. Work is done daily in the classroom and homework is assigned. Testing is done at
regular intervals. The use of Singapore Math routinely gives students extra practice or varied
methods at problem solving. Mathletics standards are set to Common Core standards, and use
of Mathletics is on an ongoing basis in the classroom.
Science
The following areas are presented with classroom work, homework and tests. The areas of
study include the Scientific Method with technology and design, plants, animals and
ecosystems, Earth, space, matter, energy and heat, electricity and magnetism, and motion.
Religion
The religion class uses a workbook and Bible for classroom work and memory work. The Old
Testament and New Testament stories are studied. A unit on Martin Luther is studied during
the month of October. Written and oral memory work is assigned once per week. In addition,

choir songs are also part of the memory work.
Outdoor Education/Field Trips
Students visit plays and experience theatre activities. In addition, “Walk through California” is
an in-house field trip that showcases life in California while walking students through the history
of California and its mission system. Fourth grade also visits Mission San Juan Capistrano and
various other museums.
Personal Development
Students learn how to cooperate with each other, both in the classroom and on the playground.
Students become better prepared for the upper grades with more personal responsibility, focus
on studying for tests, time management, etc.
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Fifth Grade
Language Arts
Language Arts is divided into related strands. A reading series provides the core that focuses
on comprehension and vocabulary development. The spelling strand continues vocabulary
development. The English strand reinforces basic grammar skills. Handwriting is a review of
writing skills. Creative and formal writing is included in all curricular areas including a state
report, book reports, and a science report.
Mathematics
Students in grade five use Saxon Math 6/5. In Math 6/5, foundation skills are reviewed daily as
new skills are added. Daily work includes mental math, math vocabulary, practice problems,
and a problem set to practice the new concept.
Social Studies/History
American History through the end of the Civil War is the focus. An American hero project
broadens student awareness of our country’s leaders. History and Geography are tied together
through a state report that includes an oral presentation, written report, and information display
board. Throughout the year the students expand their studies of America’s geographic features
and major cities. Current news is highlighted through Scholastic News.
Science
The interactive science curriculum allows students to research, investigate and interpret data.
Students have the opportunity to use the scientific method through a science project. Health
studies include body systems, relationship building, and drug awareness.
Religion
The central focus of grade 5 religious studies is the cornerstone of our Christian faith. With
Biblical examples for today. Students learn sections of Bible passages as a way to strengthen
their faith. Students experience the Renaissance through the life and ministry of Martin Luther.
Personal faith is encouraged through the Gospel stories of Christ’s birth, death and resurrection.
Students worship together through daily devotions and participate in drama, dance, and singing
as expressions of worship.
Outdoor Education/Field Trips
Fifth graders travel to Sacramento for two days to experience our state government at work.
Other historical venues including the gold rush area at Coloma are also included. Other field
trips may include theatre experiences or other places of interest, such as the Los Angeles

Cathedral, Los Angeles Science Center and the Norton Simon Museum.
In physical education, basic skills in soccer, basketball, and softball are emphasized.
Teamwork is promoted. Personal fitness is extended through the President’s Physical Fitness
goals. Students have the opportunity to participate on volleyball and basketball teams. All
students take part in a regional track meet.
Personal Development
Students will learn proper hand washing and the prevention of the spread of illness. They are
encouraged to work out problems respectfully.
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Sixth Grade
Language Arts
The literature curriculum covers a variety of genres including informational media, biographies,
persuasive essays, poetry, short stories, fantasy, historical fiction, nonfiction and drama. As we
cover each genre the unit focuses on one specific question, which applies to lessons learned in
stories to their own lives, including: Why Read? “What brings out the best in you?” “What’s fair
and what’s not?” “What makes you who you are?” “What makes a hero?” “What can we learn
from our mistakes?” and “what makes a great friend”? As a supplement to our Literature book
sixth grade reads the following novels Hatchet, A Wrinkle in Time, Where the Red Fern Grows
and The House of Dies Drear. They will also be doing several book reports throughout the year
that relate to the genre we are studying.
Mathematics
Math 6/5: Foundation skills are reviewed daily as new skills are added. Daily work includes
mental math, time fact quizzes, practice problems, and a problem set to practice the new
concept.
Pre-Algebra: Students start the year by reviewing mathematical concepts such as fractions,
decimals, percents, perimeter and area. Then they will focus on learning how to solve different
types of equations, using formulas and graphing. Also learning how to find the area, perimeter
and volume of different shapes. The students will be prepared to move up to Algebra.
Social Studies/History
The first semester is the study of the ancient world- from the beginning of human society to the
fall of the Roman Empire. Along the way students learn about the ancient civilizations of the
Fertile Crescent, Egypt, and Nubia, India, China, Greece and Rome. The second semester is
the history of the world from Medieval Times to the Renaissance. Students look at empires,
countries, cultures, people and significant events throughout the world.
Science
Students will study Earth Science in sixth grade. This will include an in depth look at our
Universe, the Earth’s atmosphere, oceans, land masses and its interior : the various aspects of
our changing planet which includes volcanoes,, earthquakes, plate tectonics, rocks and
minerals, weathering, and erosion, and the Earth’s weather. They will also participate in science
experiments and the scientific method. They will be doing their own formal science project for
the science fair.

Religion
In religion the sixth grade focuses on the core of a Christian faith, which is that by grace we are
saved through faith in Jesus Christ. The lessons will cover the books of the Bible and their
meanings, the sacraments, a close look at Jesus’ life, his ministry, and his teachings through a
close examination of the book of Matthew. Students will also cover the history of the Christian
and Lutheran Church.
Outdoor Education/Field Trips
In sixth grade there is physical education every day and they are expected to dress out each
time. WE will be learning the basic skills of several sports including volleyball, basketball,
football, track, soccer and softball. They will also be running the mile each week and are timed.
Personal Development
The sixth graders will grow spiritually in being able to express their questions and answer
questions about Christianity, They will grow socially in being able to work in small groups, to
trust each other and to give affirmations to others. They will also mature in their relationships
with others including classmates and teachers.
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Seventh and Eighth Grade
Designed to better prepare for high school, our seventh and eighth grade classes work on a
departmentalized schedule. Below you will find the schedules for each grade, and explanation
of each of the courses offered.
7th Grade Schedule for 2016-2017
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8:15-9:00

Religion

Religion

Chapel

Religion

Religion

9:00-10:00

Literature

Literature

Literature

Literature

Literature

10:00-10:25

Language
Arts

Language
Arts

Language
Arts

Language
Arts

Language
Arts

10:25-10:45

Recess

Recess

Recess

Recess

Recess

10:50-11:40

Pre-Algebra
or
Algebra

Pre-Algebra
or
Algebra

Pre-Algebra
or
Algebra

Pre-Algebra
or
Algebra

Pre-Algebra
or
Algebra

11:45-12:15

Writer’s
Workshop

Choir

Writer’s
Workshop

Handbells

Writer’s
Workshop

12:15-12:55

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1:00-1:10

Silent
Reading

Silent
Reading

Silent
Reading

Silent
Reading

Silent
Reading

1:00-1:45

History

History

History

History

History

1:45-2:30

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science

2:30-3:05

Student
Govt.

P.E.

P.E.

P.E.

P.E.

8th Grade Schedule for 2016-2017
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8:15-9:00

Religion

Religion

Chapel

Religion

Religion

9:00-10:00

Literature

Computer

Literature

Literature

Literature

10:00-10:25

Language
Arts

Literature

Language
Arts

Language
Arts

Language
Arts

10:25-10:45

Recess

Recess

Recess

Recess

Recess

10:50-11:40

Pre-Algebra,
Algebra or
Geometry

Pre-Algebra,
Algebra or
Geometry

Pre-Algebra,
Algebra or
Geometry

Pre-Algebra,
Algebra or
Geometry

Pre-Algebra,
Algebra or
Geometry

11:45-12:15

Handbells
(Mrs. Hart)

Choir
(Mrs. Hart)

Vocabulary
(Mr.
Warneke)

Library

Health
(Mr.
Warneke)

12:15-12:55

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1:00-1:45

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science

1:45-2:30

History

History

History

History

History

2:30-3:05

Student
Govt.

P.E.

P.E.

P.E.

P.E.

Religion 7:
● We use a textbook and workbook series “Growing as God’s People” based on Luther’s
Small Catechism.
● We also add supplemental lessons on Parables, Apologetics, Prayer, and mission work.
● Memory work includes Bible passages, Commandments and Creeds, and Choir songs.

Religion 8:
● In Religion class we cover the Old Testament stories and then we dive into the life and
ministry of Jesus in a new curriculum called, “Life with Jesus.” We also have an
Abstinence program called “The Game Plan” where students discuss and learn the
reasons why they should abstain from sex before marriage, drugs, and alcohol.
● Religion homework varies from worksheets to workbook checks.
● Every week memory work is assigned on Mondays and tests (fill in the blank) are given
on Fridays.
● Religion projects include small art work, faith presentations, and essays.
Literature 7:
● We have a Literature Anthology Reading with Purpose which incorporates short stories,
essays, poetry, and plays, in a rich comprehensive program of reading and writing. Daily
assignments and classwork include quizzes, reflections, written essays, worksheets, and
tests.
● We also study four Newberry Award winning novels: The Giver, Summer of the
Monkeys, Number the Stars, and Roll of Thunder--Hear My Cry.
Students are
responsible for periodic chapter assignments, quizzes, tests on each.
Literature 8:
● We study four novels (they are all read aloud in class to make sure students read them):
And Then There Were None, October Sky, Lord of the Flies, and To Kill a Mockingbird.
There are chapter assignments for the each book and end of the book test and
mini-project.
● We study 4 units in our Literature book: Drama (The Diary of Anne Frank), Short Stories,
Persuasive Writing, and Poetry. There are written assignments for each story (section)
and chapter tests at the end of the chapter.
Grammar 7:
● Our Grammar workbook, Grammar and Language, covers all the parts of speech as well
as mechanics and usage for the English language.
● Daily assignments include completing the lessons in the workbook. There are Unit tests
at the end of each Unit.

Writer’s Workshop 7:
● Writer’s Workshop incorporates mini writing lessons as we learn the 5 paragraph essay
style with an Introduction, Body, and Conclusion.
● Each quarter students will write an essay: Persuasive Essay, Compare and Contrast
Essay, Response to Literature Essays.
Vocabulary 7 and 8:
● Vocabulary is developed through Wordly Wise 3000--which includes weekly workbook
assignments and regular tests.
Language Arts 8:
● In 8th grade we switch back and forth from a Writing Unit then Grammar Unit(s)
● Writer’s Workshop incorporates mini writing lessons as we learn the 5 paragraph essay
style with an Introduction, Body, and Conclusion.
● Each quarter students will write an essay: Persuasive Essay, Compare & Contrast
Essay, Response to Literature Essays.
● Students will also write various kinds of poetry and will create their own Poetry Portfolio
● Grammar: We will cover the following units: Subjects, Predicates, and Sentences;
Nouns; Verbs; Pronouns; Adjectives & Adverbs; Prepositions, Conjunctions &
Interjections; Capitalization; Punctuation.
Students in grades 7-8 will take a Math placement test at the beginning of the year to
decide which Math class best supports their current needs and future growth. Seventh
graders will be placed in Pre-Algebra or Algebra, and Eighth graders will be placed in
Pre-Algebra, Algebra or Geometry.
Pre-Algebra (taught by Ms. Garcia):
● Students start the year by reviewing mathematical concepts such as fractions, decimals,
percents, perimeter and area. Then they will focus on learning how to solve different
types of equations, using formulas and graphing. Also learning how to find the area,
perimeter and volume of different shapes.
● Daily assignments include taking notes, problem sets from the textbook, and
worksheets. Students will have regular tests and small projects throughout the year.
Algebra (taught by Ms. Richardson):
● Algebra 1 is a high school level course.The prerequisite for this course is Pre-Algebra or
Math 87, along with the recommendation of the Pre-Algebra or Math 87 teacher.
● The text we are currently using is Algebra 1, An Incremental Development 3rd Edition
published by Saxon Publishers, Inc. The text will be completed in one year. We will be
considering making a change in the text that we use for the upcoming school year
(2016-2017) to address the new California Content Standards.
● The current Algebra 1 course covers signed numbers, exponents, solving equations, two
equations with unknowns, graphing equations, scientific notation, ratio, percent,

●

●

variation, unit conversions, geometry, perimeter, area, volume, English to metric
conversion, and surface area.
Completion of the course does not guarantee entrance into Geometry. Each student is
different, and each high school’s requirements unique; even if students take this course
over, the exposure is beneficial, especially for student who wish to go on to higher level
math courses.
Assignments include problem sets of each lesson, occasional quizzes, and a test every
4 lessons (usually every Friday).

Geometry (taught by Mrs. Hittinger--school principal):
● Geometry is a high school level course covering all of the basic disciplines of Geometry.
The prerequisite for this course is Algebra 1, along with the recommendation of the
Algebra teacher.
● The text that is used is Glencoe McGraw-Hill Geometry, Common Core Edition. This
course will be completed by the end of each school year.
● Completion of the course does not guarantee entrance into Algebra 2. Each student is
different, and each high school’s requirements unique; even if students take this course
over, the exposure is beneficial, especially for students who wish to go on to higher level
math courses.
● In addition to the Geometry, a regular review of Algebra using a workbook from the
series Algebra 1 from Prentice Hall will be included
● Each chapter, students will be graded on the following:
○ Lessons--individually graded per lesson for percentage or for credit. Lessons
are either out of the text or accompanying worksheets.
○ Algebra worksheets.
○ 4 quizzes, covering information from each lesson
○ Vocabulary--students are asked to know the key terms from each chapter and
are tested on these terms
○ Test--students take a test at the end of each chapter
○ Occasional projects that correspond with lessons are assigned and graded.
Life Science (7th Grade Science)
● Life Science Interactive Science consumable book in 7th grade covers: Cells; Cell
Processes and Energy; the Science of Heredity; DNA; Change Over Time; Viruses;
Bacteria, Protists and Fungi; Plants; Introduction to Animals; Animal Life Processes;
Intro to the Human Body; Managing Materials in the Body.
● After each section students will have a worksheet to review what they’ve learned.
● After each chapter we will have a test and/or a small project (Performance Task).
● We have a hands-on activity/experiment for most chapters.
● Each year students will complete their own Science Experiment Project for the Science
Fair.

Physical Science (8th Grade Science)
● Physical Science interactive Science consumable book in 8th grade covers: Matter;
Solids, Liquids, and Gases; Elements and the Periodic Table; Atoms and Bonding;
Chemical Reactions; Acids, Bases, and Solutions; Motion; Forces; Work & Machines;
Energy
● After each section students will have a worksheet to review what they’ve learned
● After each test we will have a Test and/or a small project (Performance Task)
● We have a hands-on activity/experiment for most chapters
● Each year students will complete their own Science Experiment Project for the Science
Fair
World History (7th Grade History):
● Seventh grade studies Medieval and Early Modern times from the Roman Era to the
Renaissance and Reformation. Students learn to use the tools of history and
archaeology according to the California Standards.
● Assignments include note-taking, summarizing material, responding to questions,
quizzes and bi-weekly chapter tests. Occasional alternative assessments and projects
are utilized as well.
U.S. History (8th Grade History):
● Eighth grade students study U.S. History from before the Colonial period until present
day--with an emphasis on the Revolution through World War I according to California
state standards.
● With a rigorous schedule that requires us to cover almost a chapter each week--students
learn about the beginnings of our country, the Founding Fathers, the explorers,
immigrants, pioneers, and leaders who have made this country great.
● Assignments include note-taking, summarizing material, responding to questions,
quizzes, chapter tests, and alternative assessments. Students will learn about all of the
44 Presidents and take a comprehensive Final test.
Electives 7-8:
● Handbells (optional and for a select group) taught by Mrs. Hart. Requires some church
attendance.
● Choir: for all students, requires some church attendance and participation during the
class.
● Health: We have a Health book curriculum that students will work through
Art 7:
● Students will have the opportunity to work in various mediums and pursue the study of
drawing and painting, design, pattern, texture, perspective and op art.

Physical Education:
● Each week students will run/jog the mile at the park and get timed
● We will cover coordination and fitness
● We will cover sport and team play as we play Volleyball, Football, Frisbee, Softball,
Soccer, Basketball, and Track
● All students will participate in a track meet towards the end of the year
● All students are welcome to join our sports teams: Football (boys), Volleyball (girls),
Basketball (boys and girls), and Track (boys and girls) (cheerleading is also available)

Emmaus Lutheran School Curriculum Overview

English Language Learners
Emmaus Lutheran School offers opportunities for students to come to the United States from
other countries. Many of the students that are accepted have limited English language skills.
Each student is tested for language skills, and those who are not fluent in the English language
are placed into our English Language (ELL) class until determined between the ELL teacher
and regular classroom teacher that the student is well prepared for total immersion into the
program. Students are pulled out during the Language Arts portion of the school day, but are
immersed into the rest of the regular school program throughout each day.

LANGUAGE ARTS:
●

Students will be taught the basics of Reading, Writing, Grammar, Vocabulary, and
Spelling in the English language.

●

New students will be assessed both in written and oral form. Thereafter, the students'
needs will be addressed accordingly.

●

Students will be taught the basic concepts of print, phonological awareness, phonics,
structural analysis, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.

●

Students will be taught the writing process, sentence and paragraph structure. They may
also be taught the essay writing format. (This depends on his/her grade level).

●

Students will learn how to speak orally, utilizing proper and spoken English that aligns
with California standards.

●

Students will use the Accelerated Reading program to help them with their fluency and
comprehension.

●

Students are encouraged to use verbal and written communication and are reminded to
speak and write in complete sentences.

●

Students will do Journal writing as a means to practice sentence structure and
expression.

●

Students are taught to work with partners or groups.

AMERICAN CULTURE:
●

Students will be taught Christian and American songs, prayers, or chants. This includes
"The Lord's Prayer," "I Pledge of Allegiance," and the "Star-Spangled Banner," to name
a few. Students will be taught the relevance and importance of these Christian and
American staples of our society.

●

International Students will be introduced to Christianity and taught about the
unconditional Love and Grace of God.

●

Students will learn about American culture through the teaching of all of our significant
calendar holidays: Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, Veteran's Day, President's' Day, St.
Patrick's Day, Fourth of July, Memorial Day, and other relevant American calendar
holidays.

●

Students will be taught the basics of being an International Student in America, including
the school system, greetings in English, mannerisms, common idioms, and all other
practical/culturally-relevant information for the non-native speaker.

●

Students are taught the standards of our school and its expectations for success.

●

Students will be taught and introduced to American movies, Los Angeles culture, and
other miscellaneous and important aspects of our state and American society.

