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Offering Last Week
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Offering Last Year

EMMAUS

2,638

“Honor the Lord by making him an offering from the best of all that your land produces. If you do,
Fiscal Needs
your barns will be filled with grain, and you will have too much wine to store it all.”

$160,922

A monthly publication highlighting
activities and information for Emmaus
Lutheran Church, School and Preschool:
One ministry with several branches,
working together to further HIS
kingdom and meet the needs of our own
and surrounding communities.

SENIORS

Have
you

PRESCHOOL

EDC/
SUMMER

heard about an
easier way to give to Emmaus?
Convenient, online, specified church & school
giving…

Text EmmausAlhambra to 77977,
download the Pushpay app

Prov. 3:9-10

SCHOOL MISSION
Emmaus Lutheran School and
Preschool exist to help young people,
through God’s Grace, lead active
Christian lives, and excel
academically, socially and physically.

Fiscal
Receipts
$140,654
Emmaus Lutheran is a non-profit organization,
and tries at all times to utilize the funds given by the congregation and
ministries to further develop the Kingdom of God.

Emmaus’ Federal Tax ID # is

September 30 is the 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Christ Jesus, the Son of God, Cares for Us and Serves Us with the Forgiveness of Sins
When the people of Israel wept, complaining that they had no meat to eat (Num. 11:4), Moses cried out to the
Lord that “the burden of all this people” was too heavy for him and that he was “not able to carry all this people alone” (Num. 11:11–14). So the Lord had Moses gather “seventy men of the elders of Israel” (Num. 11:16),
and the Lord “took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders” (Num. 11:25), so that
Moses would not carry the burden alone. All who thus labor are honored, and all the people are cared for, in
the name of the Lord (Mark 9:39–41). Everything is done with reference to Christ Jesus. So we cling to Him,
and we flee from all sins that would separate us from Him (Mark 9:42–48). The life of the Church is one of
repentant faith in Christ. Christians confess their sins to one another, and they “pray for one another,” that
each would be raised up and healed by the Lord Jesus, who covers “a multitude of sins” and saves our souls
from death (James 5:15–20).

95-1660348

Don’t forget to set your clocks back one
hour next Saturday night (11/3) before
going to bed. Unless you WANT to be the
first person at church!
626) 289-3664

Email
NEXT SUNDAY IS FAMILY SUNDAY!

Church/Finance Office

X 101

jchou@emmausalhambra.org

School Office

X 107

breid@emmausalhambra.org

Pastor Carl Kaye

X104

ckaye@emmausalhambra.org

Pastor Patrick Jow

X103

pjow@emmausalhambra.org

Principal Kit Hittinger

X105

khittinger@emmausalhambra.org

www.emmausalhambra.org
We are on Instagram, Twitter
and Facebook...
Follow @emmausalhambra

English
Sunday
Worship

9:00 a.m.

Chinese
Sunday
Worship

11:00 a.m.

English
Sunday
Worship

11:00 a.m.

Adult
Bible
Study

10:10 a.m.

Children’s 10:10 a.m.
Sunday
School

A more traditional
Lutheran service,
good for all ages
A traditional Lutheran
service, conducted in
Mandarin

A contemporary service, with band/praise
music, conducted in a
casual setting
Led by Pastor Kaye, a
weekly study with a
focus on getting
deeper in God’s Word
Temporarily
Cancelled. Will begin
again soon.

Encounter Choir Sings (grades 6-8)
Thanks for making our school families feel welcome, as we worship together as
our Emmaus Family!

Third Grade Pilgrim Play

The vision of
Emmaus Lutheran
Church is to bridge
youth and family
together for the
future.

Thursday, November 15
1p.m./7p.m.
Bring your friends and family to enjoy
this Emmaus tradition!

Bilingual Bible Story Hour November 1
10:00-11:00 a.m.
Bring your 1-3 year-olds to enjoy a Bible Story
English and Chinese

in

Just Older Youth—
The next meeting will be
November 4 at 11:00 a.m.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
God’s blessings to our Seniors!

You guys ROCK!
Extended Day Care Open During THANKSGIVING BREAK (Nov. 19, 20 and 21)
Yes, there will be EDC for those who need it while the teachers are off to their
conference. Sign ups will be available through Ms. Rodriguez through Thursday,
November 15.
There are some exciting activities planned during each day!
Monday—November 19

Pumpkin
Craft Day
and Fall Baking
Class

Tuesday—November 20
Bike (and helmet) Day with
a trip to the park to play Thanksgiving themed games.

Emmaus Lutheran is excited to begin a new ministry for our church. If you know
someone who speaks Spanish, consider inviting him or her to church. Beto
Torres and Julie Lujan, in cooperation with Pastor Kaye, will be leading a Spanish
Bible Study on Sunday mornings during the Bible Study Hour from 10:10 a.m.11:00 a.m.

Wednesday—November 21

Movie and Pajama
Day with a Special
Lunch

Pray for Beto and Julie as they help begin this new ministry, and pray for those
that we haven’t met yet that will be touched by the Word of God.

EDC will be open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. unless
stated otherwise. Thanks for signing up in advance!

Womens’ Bible Study
Mondays, Nov. 5 and 19
7 p.m. in the multipurpose
room
THIS STUDY
WILL FOCUS ON
THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF THE
BIBLE. COME
FIND
SIMILARITIES TO
THESE GOOD FOLKS AND
DRAW FROM THEIR
EXPERIENCE.

BEFORE YOU COMMUNE—-The LCMS
believes that Scripture teaches that the
Lord's Supper is a precious gift of God in
which Christ gives us His true body and
blood (in a miraculous way), together with
the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of
our sins and the strengthening of our faith.
Because the Bible teaches that this
Sacrament may also be spiritually harmful if
misused, and that participation in the Lord's
Supper is an act of confession of faith, the
LCMS ordinarily communes only those who
have been instructed in the teachings of
our church and who have confessed their
faith in these teachings, or to those that
have the same beliefs.

Senior Fellowship will happen every
2nd Wednesday of each month at 11:00 AM.
All are welcome to join for a hearty
discussion, prayer, fellowship and meal
together. We will meet
in the
multipurpose
room.

See you on
Weekly Wednesday Bible Study
7 - 8:30 pm
Come and take an in-depth look at
the Book of Acts.
Everyone is welcome!

If you are new to our church...
● Please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card located in the
worship folder. We are glad you are here!
● Review the Escalator, our monthly publication, as it will have all of the
information needed for you to stay informed and connected to what is
happening at our church.
● Are you HEARING IMPAIRED? See an usher if you would like a listening
device to amplify the sound.
● We LOVE having CHILDREN in worship! If you need privacy, a cry room with
sound is available in the back of the Sanctuary.
● If you plan to COMMUNION with us (generally given on the first and third Sundays of each month), please read the note below about what
Lutheran’s believe to be true about communion on the back of this sheet. If you
understand and agree, please join us. If your beliefs are not as ours, but wish
to come forward for a blessing, please feel very welcome to do that, and indicate to the pastor by crossing your arms in front of your chest.

Learn what Lutherans believe and
become part of the
Emmaus Church Membership.

This intense, five-week class is held
on FRIDAYS as needed.
7:00-8:00 p.m.
Speak to Pastor Kaye if interested.

You are the only Bible

that some unbelievers
will ever read!

EAT OUT NIGHTS:
October 29, 4-8 p.m.
Chipotle in Alhambra
Benefits Grade 1
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

November 26, time TBA
Every Sunday:
9:00 a.m.—English Traditional Service
11:00 a.m.—Mandarin Service

1

2

Bilingual Bible Story
Hour—11 a.m.

$1 Dress Day

3

Benefits Grade 4

Day School Pep Rally—
2:25 p.m.

—English Contemporary Service
10:10 a.m.—Adult Bible Study Hour
4

5

Encounter Choir (grades
6-8) sing at 9:00 a.m.
service

6

7 Chapel Attire

Planetarium Assembly
Preschool-Grade 8

Chapel Service—

9

10

Day School Minimum
Day—Noon Dismissal, NO
Hot Lunch, EDC Available

Elementary—8:20 a.m.
Preschool/K—9:15 a.m.

Friendsgiving—3:006:00p.m.

11

8

FREE DRESS

Bible Study—7:00 p.m.

Women’s Bible Study
7:00p.m.

Board of School
Ministries 4:00p.m.

12

13

14 Chapel Attire

CAMPUS CLOSED—

Spirit Time 8:20 a.m.

Chapel Service—

Veteran’s Day

Grades 6-8 Dance

Elementary—8:20 a.m.
Preschool/K—9:15 a.m.

NO EDC

15

16

17

23

24

Pilgrim Play 1:00
p.m./7:00 p.m.

JOY Senior Fellowship
11:00 a.m.
Bible Study—7:00 p.m.

18

19

20

21

22

Day School and Preschool Closed for Teacher Professional Development/Thanksgiving Break
EDC OPEN 7:00 a.m.6:30 p.m.
Women’s Bible Study
7:00p.m.

EDC OPEN 7:00 a.m.6:30 p.m.

EDC OPEN 7:00 a.m.6:30 p.m.

Thanksgiving

NO EDC AVAILABLE

29

30

Bible Study—7:00 p.m.

25

26

27

28 Chapel Attire
Chapel Service—

Preschool Picture Day

Elementary—8:20 a.m.
Preschool/K—9:15 a.m.

EAT OUT NIGHT—El
Sombrero, El Monte

SOUP SUPPER and
SERVICE 6p.m.

El Sombrero in El Monte

From the Pen of Mrs. Hittinger
If you have ever sat in on one of my chapel services, you know that I try to share a
story about my life each time I have the privilege of leading the service. Since we are
heading into Thanksgiving, I began thinking back as to why I love
Thanksgiving, and many times claim it as my favorite holiday. When I was growing
up, it seemed to me that we spent a lot of time at the homes of many of our family members. We ate many
meals together—my aunts and uncles, my grandpa, etc. It is hard to think back at these and remember any
real specifics, but I do remember clearly enjoying how at our table, we always listened to stories of childhood
antics, wartime tales, and reminiscing of times that were before mine. My fondest memory was the
Thanksgiving after my Grandma passed away (1975). A lot of our family got together at my aunt’s house. I
remember there being three different tables, and people were crowded around each one. I remember all of
the laughter and watching TV with my cousins. I
remember not being sad about missing my Grandma,
but being happy to just be together. For as many
fuzzy memories I have, parts of this one day stand out
clearly in my mind. I remember taking the picture I
have shared to the right. I remember my dad (the
picture taker), making jokes like he always does, to
get everyone to laugh for the camera. It was a good
day, and I hope to always have this clear and fond
memory. I thank God for memories (as many of the
people in this picture are now gone), for my family, for
the many blessings I have in my life, and for life itself.
May your Thanksgiving be blessed this year.
Enjoy your time creating your memories!
I am the crazy acting one in the front row...

Thank you for praying for the needs of our church and our members. They will stay on for two weeks to keep the prayer list active.
Contact the church or school office (or prayer chain) to share new requests.

Prayer Chain Information:

Sunday, October 28, 2018

The Emmaus Church and School Family
has a large prayer chain of current and
past members who care about YOUR
prayer needs. If you have a request or
praise that you wish to share, contact
Kit at kit.hittinger@gmail.com.

$ Mike Negvesky, Cancer treatment, and for Kathy and family
$ For Nancy Olson, Cancer treatment
$ For Nancy Lyles, broken neck

$ For Mike Reyes, Dialysis

Daily
Topics

$ For all of those who are suffering
with cancer or other long-term
ailments.

You may also leave messages/requests
on the weekly worship
Connection
Card, call (626) 289-3664 X 105 or let the
school or church office know your need.
Kit will not publish information to the
chain and/or this communication unless
asked to do so.

$ Light of Light Lutheran Church,
Los Angeles, California

As an aid to help you pray, in your
daily prayers, use this schedule to $ St. Paul Lutheran Church, Batavia, New
York
remember special concerns or praises
in each of the following areas each
week…

Remember to continue to pray
David Larson and his entire
division!

READ THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Below is this month’s reading selections. There are
three sections daily. If you follow this plan, you will read the entire Bible in 365 days.

Date
Nov.

Reading
One

Reading
Two

Reading
Three

1

Thursday

Revelation 1

Nehemiah 1-2

Psalm 96

2

Friday

Revelation 2

Nehemiah 3

Psalm 97

3

Saturday

Revelation 3

Nehemiah 4

Psalm 98

4

Sunday

Revelation 4

Nehemiah 5:1-7:4

Psalm 99

5

Monday

Revelation 5

Nehemiah 7:5-8:12

Psalm 100

6

Tuesday

Revelation 6

Nehemiah 8:13-9:37

Psalm 101

7

Wednesday

Revelation 7

Nehemiah 9:38-10:39

Psalm 102

8

Thursday

Revelation 8

Nehemiah 11

Psalm 103

9

Friday

Revelation 9

Nehemiah 12

Psalm 104:1-23

10 Saturday

Revelation 10

Nehemiah 13

Psalm 104:24-35

11 Sunday

Revelation 11

Esther 1

Psalm 105:1-25

12

Monday

Revelation 12

Esther 2

Psalm 105:26-45

13

Tuesday

Revelation 13

Esther 3-4

Psalm 106:1-23

Esther 5:1-6:13

Psalm 106: 24-48

Day

314 Wednesday Revelation 14

Sunday—Pray for your entire
family

15

Thursday

Revelation 15

Esther 6:14-8:17

Psalm 107:1-22

16

Friday

Revelation 16

Esther 9-10

Psalm 107:23-43

Revelation 17

Isaiah 1-2

Psalm 108

Monday—Pray for your church

17 Saturday

Tuesday—Pray for your neigh-

18

Sunday

Revelation 18

Isaiah 3-4

Psalm 109:1-19

19

Monday

Revelation 19

Isaiah 5-6

Psalm 109:20-31

20

Tuesday

Revelation 20

Isaiah 7-8

Psalm 110

21

Wednesday

Revelation 21-22

Isaiah 9-10

Psalm 111

22

Thursday

1 Thessalonians 1

Isaiah 11-13

Psalm 112

23

Friday

1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

Isaiah 14-16

Psalm 113

24

Saturday

1 Thessalonians 2:173:13

Isaiah 17-19

Psalm 114

25

Sunday

1 Thessalonians 4

Isaiah 20-22

Psalm 115

26

Monday

1 Thessalonians 5

Isaiah 23-24

Psalm 116

27

Tuesday

2 Thessalonians 1

Isaiah 25-26

Psalm 117

28

Wednesday

2 Thessalonians 2

Isaiah 27-28

Psalm 118

29

Thursday

2 Thessalonians 3

Isaiah 29-30

Psalm 119:1-32

30

Friday

1 Timothy 1

Isaiah 31-33

Psalm 119: 33-64

31

Saturday

1 Timothy 2

Isaiah 34-35

Psalm 119: 65-96

bors, coworkers and friends

PRAY FOR OUR LOCAL LUTHERAN CHURCHES, AS
WE ARE ALL ONE IN THE CHURCH AT LARGE!

Wednesday—Pray for your City

First Lutheran Church, Temple City

Thursday—Pray for your State

First Lutheran Church, El Monte

Friday—Pray for the Nation

First Lutheran Church, Monrovia

Saturday—Pray for countries all

Shield of Faith Lutheran School, El Monte

over the world

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church and School,
Diamond Bar
Lutheran High School. La Verne
Hope Lutheran Church and School, Glendora

Ms. Debbie
Richardson and the
Fourth Grade

Loving Savior Lutheran Church and School,
Chino Hills
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Arcadia

Do Something Extra:
Sunday’s – Greeters and
Ushers– Make Emmaus a
welcoming place for all
and assist with helping
worship
to
run
smoothly.
Bi-monthly–
Chancel
Guild– Help set up
communion or prepare
the altar or wash and
iron linens for Sunday
worship.
Sunday’s – Counters –
Work in a team counting
offerings
after
the
worship
service.
Sunday’s – Multi-media –
Run the projection for
the worship services.

Tuesday’s – Work Crew Do “handyman” work
around the church and
school.
Wednesday’s – Shut in
Visits – Visit those who
are unable to come to
church.

PARENT HOUR OPPORTUNITIES:

Every Student in Kindergarten through Grade 8 sings
in a choir. This is part of the students’ grade, and
effort to be at church to sing should be made.
Grades are based on behavior in choir practice, returning of choir letters and valid reasons if not
attending. Please note the following dates on your
calendar NOW, so that you can work them into your
schedule.

2018-2019 CHOIR
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
Choirs will sing in the 9 a.m. Sunday worship
services in the church


11/4 Encounter Choir (Grades 6-8)



11/11 Echo Choir (Grades 3-5)



12/9 Christmas Extravaganza (students
sing in church at 2p.m.)



1/27/19 Echo Choir (Grades 3-5)



2/3 Encounter Choir (Grades 6-8)



2/10 Cherub Choir (Grades Kinder-2)



3/10 ALL STUDENTS SING (Pre-gr.8)



3/24 Echo Choir (Grades 3-5)



3/31 Encounter Choir (Grades 6-8)



4/14 Grade 3 sings



4/21 ALL STUDENTS SING (Pre-gr. 8)



5/5 Echo Choir (Grades 3-5)



5/12 Cherub Choir (Grades Kinder-2)



5/19 Encounter Choir (Grades 6-8)



5/29 Graduation Choir (Wed. service)
CHAPEL ATTIRE REQUIRED
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

There are several Parent Hour
Opportunity Spots that need to
still be filled. Spots in the
Spotlight would include:

Birthdays:
Charles Nelson—11/1

—Cookies and Baked Goods for
Preschool-Grade 1 Christmas program

Yvonne Hahni—11/3

—Cookies and Baked Goods for
Grades 2-8 Christmas program

Jeanne McKay—11/7

—Cookies and Baked Goods to
help fill staff Christmas baskets
—Help for November 4
Friendsgiving celebration.
—Help with the Polar Express
Movie Night on December 2.

—Not on the signup.com site, but
very much a need—a couple of
parents who can help with Math
Club. If interested, please let Mrs.
Hittinger or Andrea Lonnemann
know. The Math Club meetings
on the first and third Thursdays of
every month, from 3:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m.
If you purchased items for the Fall Festival and
were not given money from the class/teacher
to do so, you may also turn in those receipts for
hours. Remember, $20 worth of items purchased buy out one hour of service. It is
broken into solid $10, 1/2 hour segments.

Marci Rugerri—11/18

Joe Mariani, Jr.—11/6

Ralph Ramirez—11/9
Maralyn Malucky—11/14

Anniversaries:
Arvid and Nancy Olson
11/26/1960

Each week, a new humorous saying will go up on the outside church sign to share with our neighborhood...You can enjoy it as well!

God, help me to live not my
way, but Yahweh!

Kindergarten: NIKO AV—Niko is a wonderful student! I have truly enjoyed having him in my class. He is always so happy and excited to learn!
He is an excellent student that works hard and pays attention in class. He is a great friend and is kind to others. Keep up the great work!
First Grade: NATHAN LEE—Nathan is a hard working student who has really made a great start in first grade, and who tries his very best in
all that he does. He is also a great friend to all of his classmates in and out of the classroom. Nathan is working very hard at becoming a better reader and writer, and I am so proud of him. Congrats Nathan, and keep up the great work!
Second Grade: ARIA MAPLES—Aria is a hard worker that always tries her best! She gets her work done and has accomplished so much in
class. She also is an amazing friend to all her classmates! She includes everyone in games and she is very caring! Keep up the great work,
Aria!
Third Grade: EMILY GAW—Emily excels in her daily work, homework, singing, dancing and drama. She learned all lines and speaks out loudly
and clearly. She is our leader for helping in the classroom. Way to go “Peaches, Pumpkin.”
Fourth Grade: LAUREN TANG—Lauren has a joyful spirit. No matter what she has to do, she always has a smile and positive attitude. She
takes pride in her work and tries her best. She is organized, helpful, respectful, pays attention and works hard. She is an amazing student,
and she truly shines!
Fifth Grade: KAYLEY THAI—Our Colossal Comet for the first quarter is patient with over eager friends...calm when working with some extra
energy classmates...quietly uses time to do work…eager to participate in sports...a willing helper for the teacher...a loving child of God. Bless
you, Kayley!
Sixth Grade: RYAN QIU—Ryan is a very polite, friendly and courteous young man. He is very neat and well organized. His consistent mood—
always happy and always smiling, makes him a joy to have in class.
Seventh Grade: KAYLYN THAI—Kaylyn is an excellent student who has gone above and beyond in her work so far the first quarter. She has
been extremely pleasant, caring and helpful with her classmates, and has shown a positive attitude.
Eighth Grade: SEAN VIENGKHOU—Sean is a hardworking student with exceptional abilities. He thrives in Science class, and always gives his
best effort. He gives full, complete answers in Literature, and does very well in his writing. He is improving on reaching out to others and
working with them. Sean is a joy to have in the classroom.

Accelerated Reader
Awards

Principal’s List
(3.80+)

Jasmine Tian

Honor Roll
(3.50-3.79)

Merit Roll
(3.00-3.49

Nikki Tecson

Raymond Wong

Madisyn Thai

Julian Blanco

Elaine Sun

Agatha Duddridge

Hailey Bae

Margie Hittinger

Chelsea Jung

Jayden Wai

Sofia Wong

Kyren Lam

Rose Sluiter

Joaquin Mariani

Hannah Sanchez

Elia Chan

Jeremy Chu

Aydin Alvarez-Kim

Jacklyn Mullen

Elgin Szeto

Ian Kong

Joshua Yamada

Rachael Chen

Ashley Quach

Sophia Jones

Abby Trinh

Lawrence Tsui

Jolene Wai

Armina Li

Janine Cardoza

Kyren Lam

Ryan Viengkhou

Victor Chen

Sophia Wissmann

Naomi Yeoh

Kaitlin Kong

Wesley Chung

Daniel Wang

Amanda Wissman

Naomi Yeoh

Daniel Gamboa

Thomas Rodriguez

Mathletics Awards

Nathan Gaw

Sean Viengkhou

Nathan Young

Ryan Qiu

Mia Mariani

Johnathan Trinetra

Cooper Sprague

Kenny Wong

Amanda Wissmann

Own Sun

Derek Rivas

Lucy Marie Pacheco

Caleb Chu
Andreus Hernandez

THERE IS STILL TIME TO RSVP, so come out and enjoy the food, fellowship
and fun that this event will provide. Make sure and invite your friends and
family along as well.

Jinwen WuLi
Hailey Bai
Abigail Yeoh
Lawrence Tsui
Iren Lam
Rose Sluiter

Arianna Gonzales
Abigail Yeoh
Iren Lam
Matthew Mar

Kaylyn Thai

Justin Phan

Samuel Jones

Below
is
a
study
on
Martin
Luther’s
A SIMPLE WAY TO PRAY. This is a practical introduction to
the theology and practice of prayer from the
command and promise of the Lord’s Prayer, based on
Luther’s Small and Large Catechism. In this study over the
next few months, we will delve into the Lord’s Prayer, the
Ten Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed and be given some practical advice and tools to help our prayer life
and prayer practice. This is found on the LCMS website, and written by the Rev. Dr. John W. Sias, Pastor, Mt.
The Lord’s Prayer as more than a passing blur
The nine stanzas of this hymn on the Lord’s Prayer — one for each of the seven petitions, bookended by one for the introduction, “Our Father,”
and one for the “Amen” — reflect Martin Luther’s catechism teaching on the Lord’s Prayer and the theology of prayer that produced it. It is a
longer hymn than many; it takes much longer to sing than to pray the Lord’s Prayer. But time spent reflecting on the prayer’s various petitions,
instead of just racing through them, is time well spent. “Many,” Luther laments, “pray the Pater Noster (Our Father) as many as a thousand times
a year; if they were to pray a thousand years they would indeed still not have tasted or prayed even one letter of it [Matthew 5:18].” (How often
have you found your mind wandering to the grocery list, or worse, while the words roll, seemingly on autopilot, off your tongue?) “In summary,
the Pater Noster is the greatest martyr on earth, as much as the name and Word of God. Nearly everyone mistreats it and abuses it. Only a few
are comforted by it and find joy in its correct use.” Well, let us move on, hopefully, to do just that. After all, for Luther, as with Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper, the right place to begin to answer the questions “What is prayer?” and “How shall we pray?” and the like is with our Lord’s own
command and promise. For when His disciples asked Him how they should pray, the Lord said, “When you pray, say . . . .”And then He gave them
what we call the Lord’s Prayer. Here is where Christians, with the disciples, learn to pray, in a school taught by the Holy Spirit. How does He
teach? By the words of God: the Psalms, Gospels and Epistles, the whole Scripture, but especially “the very best prayer, because the true master
of prayer, Jesus, composed it and taught it to us.”
The unique gift of Christian prayer
Although we might see or hear people praying all sorts of prayers to all kinds of gods, some of whom they at least think they know better than
others, Christian prayer is unique. It reflects our unique knowledge of and trust in the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who has created
all things, redeemed us by His blood and sanctified us in His holy Church. We pray from a position of confidence, sure that God will hear us and
grant us what is good because we pray by Christ’s command, according to His promise and even according to His explicit instructions. Yet how we
have often rushed through those words, “Our Father . . .,” without thinking what a remarkable gift it is that Christ would have us pray this way. To
make them think about this, I ask my confirmation students what they think would happen if they went to an unknown man on the street and
said, “Dad, give me a sandwich!” I haven’t added what I probably could: that they should put him in the right frame of mind first by kicking him in
the shins. What would they get? I promise you, it wouldn’t be a sandwich! Who would dare call some ordinary man on the street “dad” and ask
him for even a sandwich on that basis — kick in the shins beforehand or no? How, then, should we dare call upon the one and only true God of
heaven and earth as Father — whom we have gravely offended through our sins — and then ask Him not only for a sandwich, but (as Luther
well explains in his unfolding of “daily bread”) for everything? Why should He give it? Why should He not instead be angry that we are just looking
to “take, take, take,” when that’s pretty much what our lives have been about?
Yet, this is how Jesus teaches us to pray, without offering Him anything first, without so much as even saying “please!” That’s a bold prayer — one
might even say risky! But it is a boldness in Jesus, not in ourselves or in our finding our own right words or sweet deal for the God to whom we
pray. “Our Father . . . give us today!” So there is a false boldness in prayer, and a true one. A false boldness thinks we have a right, outside of
Christ and His command and promise and instruction, to offer what we please, to ask for what we want and, in many cases, to call upon God as
we might wish, by whatever name. That gets us nowhere. Such prayer, because it is outside of faith, is even sin. But there is at the same time a
true boldness in prayer that knows that we have the right in Christ and in His command, promise and instruction to ask “confidently with all assurance, as dear children ask their dear father.” And to cap it off, our Lord teaches us to conclude with “Amen!” That is, “Yes, yes, it shall be so!” In
his wonderful devotional guide, A Simple Way to Pray, Luther thus instructs his barber, Peter, that he might begin his prayers, humble in himself
but confident in Christ: “‘O, Heavenly Father, Dear God, I am an unworthy, wretched sinner. I do not deserve to lift my eyes and hands to heaven
and pray. But because You have commanded us to pray and have promised to hear such prayer, and because You have taught us through Your
beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, both in word and in deed, I now come on the basis of Your command in obedience to You. I take my stand on
Your gracious promise, and in the name of my Lord Jesus Christ, I pray with all Your holy Christians on earth, as He has taught me: ‘Our Father,
who art in heaven . . .’ ” Say the Lord’s Prayer completely, word for word.”

The Revitalization Team has come,

reported and gone. A summary of
what they felt needed to happen to
keep Emmaus growing was given.
You may have questions as to what
will happen next.
Several things need to take place very soon in order to proceed:
1. The Congregation and Leadership were left with a summary of the five prescriptions
compiled by our Revitalization Team who visited on October 5-7. The Congregation
and Leadership must read through this carefully, interpret what was stated, and ask
questions.
2. If you have questions, ASK YOUR PASTOR. If he does not have an answer directly, he
has a contact person in which he can get the answer you need.
3. The Council must make a recommendation to the Congregation and the Congregation
must vote whether to accept the five prescriptions or not. This will take place on
Sunday, NOVEMBER 11. Voters need to be present, as stated by the Emmaus Lutheran
Constitution and By Laws, in order to vote on this issue.
4. Through this process and beyond, we have all been asked to pray for God’s Divine Guidance as we try to do what is pleasing to Him through this process, to make HIS church
better.
5. EVERY member of Emmaus Lutheran Church, regardless of whether these prescriptions,
were asked to step up and support the Pastors, and help serve the church, as able and
as needed.
Whether the prescriptions are formally accepted or not, there are definitely things that can
be done to make Emmaus better. Your help and prayers are a great beginning. God has
granted Emmaus Lutheran 90+ years in the community of San Gabriel Valley, and He will
continue to bless it. Thank you in advance for your help.
If you wish to ask your questions directly to Gary Norton, chair of the Revitalization Team,
you may do so at a meeting to be held this coming Monday, October 29, at 7p.m. in the
Multipurpose Room.
Extra copies of the actual report are available in the Church Narthex.

