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Attendance Last Year
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18

Chinese
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49
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Chinese

61

Offering Last Week

$3,191

Offering Last Year

$3,392

“Honor the Lord by making him an offering from the best of all that your land produces. If you do,
Fiscal Needs
your barns will be filled with grain, and you will have too much wine to store it all.”

$160,922
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EMMAUS

A monthly publication
highlighting
activities and
information for Emmaus
Lutheran Church, School
and Preschool: One
ministry with several
branches, working together
to further HIS
kingdom and meet
the needs of our
own and surrounding
communities.

heard about an
easier way to give to Emmaus?
Convenient, online, specified church & school
giving…

Text EmmausAlhambra to 77977,
download the Pushpay app

Prov. 3:9-10

SCHOOL MISSION
Emmaus Lutheran School and
Preschool exist to help young people,
through God’s Grace, lead active
Christian lives, and excel
academically, socially and physically.

Fiscal
Receipts
$140,654
Emmaus Lutheran is a non-profit organization,
and tries at all times to utilize the funds given by the congregation and
ministries to further develop the Kingdom of God.

We are asking for canned soup, canned goods
or cups or packages of noodles to
give to the local food pantry to help
feed those in need. You may drop off
your items to the church
narthex or to the school office.

Emmaus’ Federal Tax ID # is
95-1660348

626) 289-3664

Email

Church/Finance Office

X 101

jchou@emmausalhambra.org

School Office

X 107

breid@emmausalhambra.org

Pastor Carl Kaye

X104

ckaye@emmausalhambra.org

Pastor Patrick Jow

X103

pjow@emmausalhambra.org

Principal Kit Hittinger

X105

khittinger@emmausalhambra.org

www.emmausalhambra.org
We are on Instagram, Twitter
and Facebook...
Follow @emmausalhambra

English
Sunday
Worship

9:00 a.m.

A more traditional
Lutheran service,
good for all ages

Chinese
Sunday
Worship

11:00 a.m.

English
Sunday
Worship

11:00 a.m.

A contemporary service, with band/praise
music, conducted in a
casual setting

Adult
Bible
Study

10:10 a.m.

Led by Pastor Kaye, a
weekly study with a
focus on getting
deeper in God’s Word

Children’s 10:10 a.m.
Sunday
School

Temporarily
Cancelled. Will begin
again soon.

A traditional Lutheran
service, conducted in
Mandarin

Any donation is appreciated.
The vision of
Emmaus Lutheran
Church is to bridge
youth and family
together for the
future.

SUPER BOWL IS NEXT SUNDAY, SO PLEASE
REMEMBER TO BRING IN YOUR
ITEMS BY THEN!

Remember that kick-off for the game is at 3:30 p.m., so you can still come to church
and cheer about God’s Love before you cheer for your favorite team!!!

Just Older Youth—
The next meeting will be
FEBRUARY !3 at 11:00 a.m.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
God’s blessings to our Seniors!

The School and Church offices will be
closed on
Friday, February 15 and
Monday, February 18 for
the President Holidays.
No classes or EDC
available.

Emmaus Lutheran is excited to begin a new ministry for our church. If you know
someone who speaks Spanish, consider inviting him or her to church. Beto
Torres and Julie Lujan, in cooperation with Pastor Kaye, will be leading a Spanish
Bible Study on Sunday mornings during the Bible
Study Hour from 10:10 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

PIANO RECITAL
Sunday, February 10 at 2:30 p.m.
Ms. Lai’s Emmaus Piano
Students
Church of Our Savior
535 W. Roses Road
San Gabriel

Pray for Beto and Julie as they help
begin this new ministry, and pray for
those that we haven’t met yet that will
be touched by the Word of God.

Womens’ Bible Study
Every other Monday.
7 p.m. in the multipurpose
room
THIS STUDY WILL FOCUS ON THE MEN
AND WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. COME
FIND SIMILARITIES TO THESE GOOD
FOLKS AND DRAW FROM THEIR EXPERIENCE.

BEFORE YOU COMMUNE—-The LCMS
believes that Scripture teaches that the
Lord's Supper is a precious gift of God in
which Christ gives us His true body and
blood (in a miraculous way), together with
the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of
our sins and the strengthening of our faith.
Because the Bible teaches that this
Sacrament may also be spiritually harmful if
misused, and that participation in the Lord's
Supper is an act of confession of faith, the
LCMS ordinarily communes only those who
have been instructed in the teachings of
our church and who have confessed their
faith in these teachings, or to those that
have the same beliefs.

Senior Fellowship will happen every
2nd Wednesday of each month at 11:00 AM.
All are welcome to join for a hearty
discussion, prayer, fellowship and meal
together. We will meet
in the
multipurpose
room.

See you
Feb. 13!

Weekly Wednesday Bible Study
7 - 8:30 pm
Come and take an in-depth look at
the Book of Acts.
Everyone is welcome!
If you are new to our church...
● Please take a moment to fill out the Connection Card located in the
worship folder. We are glad you are here!
● Review the Escalator, our monthly publication, as it will have all of the
information needed for you to stay informed and connected to what is
happening at our church.
● Are you HEARING IMPAIRED? See an usher if you would like a listening
device to amplify the sound.
● We LOVE having CHILDREN in worship! If you need privacy, a cry room with
sound is available in the back of the Sanctuary.
● If you plan to COMMUNION with us (generally given on the first and third Sundays of each month), please read the note below about what Lutheran’s
believe to be true about communion on the back of this sheet. If you understand and agree, please join us. If your beliefs are not as ours, but wish to
come forward for a blessing, please feel very welcome to do that, and indicate
to the pastor by crossing your arms in front of your chest.

Learn what Lutherans believe and
become part of the
Emmaus Church Membership.

This intense, five-week class is held
on FRIDAYS as needed.
7:00-8:00 p.m.
Speak to Pastor Kaye if interested.

EAT OUT NIGHTS:
Emmaus Lutheran School and Preschool is
launching a new fund-raising campaign
entitled, “Technology in Action.”

DINER ON MAIN
MONDAY, January 28th

For the past few years, Emmaus has been
upgrading its technology to remain cutting
edge in the classroom, by adding more
laptops, computers and Chromebooks and
increasing the variety of ways technology
is used to enhance student curriculum.
With this increase also comes the issue of
the infrastructure. The current wiring is not
adequate for the amount of daily usage.
Staff is regularly frustrated because internet
usage drops unexpectedly, items don’t
stream properly, etc.
With the goal to continue providing relevant
and current use of technology in our
classrooms, the need for an upgrade is
necessary. We have spoken to experts and
are finalizing the bid process, but the
estimate for a total upgrade, one that will
carry the school and church for the next 10+
years will cost approximately 60,000.
Details for what all this will include will
follow, but we wanted to get this project
underway now. Although there is not an
official timeline, it is our hope that this
project can be funded and completed before
the fall 2019 school year begins.

Thank you for your consideration in making a
tax-deductible contribution to this
much-needed cause.

Supports
$45K

From the Keyboard of Mrs. Hittinger
February is the season of love, and we as parents love our children unconditionally. However, we as parents are not always perfect. This makes me think back to a time, not when I was a child, but when Mollie was in Kindergarten here at
Emmaus. At the time, I was teaching seventh and eighth grade, and let me tell you, junior high teachers have a different
take on Valentines Day than most people. For me at the time, Valentines Day is one of those holidays that I glad when it
was over. Junior high teachers worry already about budding love, hand-holding and the like, and Valentines Day doesn’t
always help.

$20K

$5,000

$2,500

As of December 30, 2018:
Money Received:

$4,500

Grade 3

Money Needed to Goal:

$55,500

The morning of February 14, I was sitting with the teachers during faculty devotions, and we were talking about our day
ahead, the parties, the valentine notes, the cupcakes and treats and sugar, etc. Mrs. Krach, the Kindergarten teacher,
happened to mention her party time when all of a sudden it dawned on me that I hadn’t done anything to prepare
Mollie for Valentines Day. No cards, cupcakes, box to put cards in, nothing… Being a relatively new mom (first year with
a child in school myself), I totally fell apart. I had been so wrapped up in fretting about my own day ahead, I had
forgotten my daughter’s, and I knew at that moment that I wasn’t going to receive the “Mother of the Year Award”.
Through my anxiousness and tears came the answer. Our then principal, Ms. Swanlund helped to save the day. She first
gave me permission to attend Mollie’s party and arranged for someone to step into my class while I did so (a luxury I try
very hard to give my current teachers as well). Then, with the help of the teacher I partnered with and some wonderful
junior high students, a card holder, complete with homemade cut-out hearts and foil was created, valentine cards were
made, and treats from our own upcoming class party were shared so that I had something to bring to the Kindergarten
party. Mollie never knew that there hadn’t been a plan, and seemed thrilled when I showed up during her party with all
of the cards and offerings. Her hug affirmed that although I might not won any awards that day, that I was special to
her. It truly was a day of love. Love being shared by others to make something special for someone else. It was a
turning point for me as an educator and a mom. It also once again, affirmed my love for junior high students, who
quickly and selflessly stepped up when they saw a need, showed leadership, and helped to save the day.
I think that is what love is all about—that selfless desire to do good for someone, without need for reimbursement,
recognition or accolades. This is certainly what Jesus did and does for us. His selfless act of dying on the cross to free us
from death is the prime example of loving others. It’s more than that—it’s the continual love that He shows us moment
by moment as we struggle to be the good for others. No matter what, his constant love and forgiveness proves to us that
HE is love. Our job is to learn from His example and live our lives to share love and do good for others.
Happy Valentines Day!
Mrs. Hittinger

Thank you for praying for the needs of our church and our members. They will stay on for two weeks to keep the prayer list active.
Contact the church or school office (or prayer chain) to share new requests.

Day

Date
Reading
February One

1

Friday

Exodus 7-9

2

Saturday

Exodus 10-12

3

Sunday

Exodus 13-15

4

Monday

Exodus 16-18

5

Tuesday

Exodus 19-21

6

Wednesday

Exodus 22-24

7

Thursday

Exodus 25-27

8

Friday

Exodus 28-29

9

Saturday

Exodus 30-32

10

Sunday

Exodus 33-35

11

Monday

Exodus 36-38

12

Tuesday

Exodus 39-40

13

Wednesday

Leviticus 1-4

14

Thursday

Leviticus 5-7

15

Friday

Leviticus 8-10

Reckinger

Ivey

$ For continued healing for Jeff Jennings.

16

Saturday

Leviticus 11-13

Lord

Hayes

$ For Jackie Rhodes, for healing.

17

Sunday

Leviticus 14-15

Carron

Patterson

18

Monday

Leviticus 16-18

Pfannkuch

Keegan

19

Tuesday

Leviticus 19-21

Oliva

Chaplain Jon

20

Wednesday

Leviticus 22-23

21

Thursday

Leviticus 24-25

22

Friday

Leviticus 26-27

23

Saturday

Numbers 1-2

24

Sunday

Numbers 3-4

25

Monday

Numbers 5-6

26

Tuesday

Numbers 7

27

Wednesday

Numbers 8-10

Sunday’s – Counters – Work in a team counting offerings after the
worship
service.

28

Thursday

Numbers 11-13

Sunday’s – Multi-media – Run the projection for the worship services.

Prayer Chain Information:

Sunday, December 30, 2018

$ For Joy Forgatch, continued healing for her foot
$ For Jennifer Tyndall and the Second Grade Class, our teacher of the month
$ For Richard Rodriguez and Family, as he was diagnosed with Alzheimer's

$ For Nancy Olson, Cancer treatment

Daily
Topics

$ For Jeff Jehning and continued
healing

$ For Emmaus, as we continue on

The Emmaus Church and School Family
has a large prayer chain of current and
past members who care about YOUR
prayer needs. If you have a request or
praise that you wish to share, contact
Kit at kit.hittinger@gmail.com.
You may also leave messages/requests
on the weekly worship
Connection
Card, call (626) 289-3664 X 105 or let the
school or church office know your need.
Kit will not publish information to the
chain and/or this communication unless
asked to do so.

through the Revitalization process
and work to meeting our goals

As an aid to help you pray, in your
daily prayers, use this schedule to $ For our community, that we might be able
to help them find the saving love of Jesus
remember special concerns or praises
in each of the following areas each $ For Henry.
week…

Remember to continue to pray
David Larson and his entire
division!

$ For Roshon Barber, former Emmaus

Sunday—Pray for your entire
family

Monday—Pray for your church
Tuesday—Pray for your neighbors, coworkers and friends

Wednesday—Pray for your City

READ THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Below is this month’s reading selections. There are
three sections daily. If you follow this plan, you will read the entire Bible in 365 days.

student who has been confined to bed with
unknown ailments.

$ For all of those who are suffering with
cancer or other long-term ailments.

PRAY FOR OUR LOCAL LUTHERAN CHURCHES, AS
WE ARE ALL ONE IN THE CHURCH AT LARGE!
First Lutheran Church, Temple City

Thursday—Pray for your State

First Lutheran Church, El Monte

Friday—Pray for the Nation

First Lutheran Church, Monrovia

Saturday—Pray for countries all

Shield of Faith Lutheran School, El Monte

over the world

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church and School,
Diamond Bar
Lutheran High School. La Verne
Hope Lutheran Church and School, Glendora

Jennifer Tyndall and
the Second Grade

Loving Savior Lutheran Church and School,
Chino Hills
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Arcadia

1.

Start reading the Bible today—there is no better time, and there’s no reason
to wait.

2.

Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it.
Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently for
you.

3.

Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next
reading. Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit
to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you
read!

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PRAY FOR NOT ONLY DAVID
LARSON, BUT ALSO HIS DIVISION: Please keep the
following names in your prayers (we were provided
last names only, but God knows who each of these
individuals are, and what the need is)

Do Something Extra:
Sunday’s – Greeters and Ushers– Make Emmaus a welcoming place for
all and assist with helping worship to run
smoothly.
Bi-monthly– Chancel Guild– Help set up
communion or prepare the
altar or wash and iron linens for Sunday worship.

Tuesday’s – Work Crew - Do “handyman” work around the church and
school.
Wednesday’s – Shut in Visits – Visit those who are unable to come to
church.

Contact a pastor or principal if you wish to help. Thank you!

PARENT HOUR OPPORTUNITIES—

TWO BIG OPPORTUNITIES TO SIGN UP FOR RIGHT NOW—
Saturday, February 9—Alhambra Lunar Festival
Sunday, March 10—School/Preschool Open House

Birthdays:

Anniversaries:

Ariana Rodriguez 2/6*

Nathan and Lillian Zhang 2/17 23 years.

Debbie Richardson 2/13*

Larry and Barbara Hesselgesser, Sr. 2/20 54 years.

Miu-Chaing Tang 2/13
Waltraud Wheeler 2/13

DAY SCHOOL AND PRESCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, March 10
10:30-1:00

Cathy Malone 2/15
Lindsey Tindage 2/21
Nancy Olson 2/22
Nancy Kriegsman 2/26
Queenie Leung 2/26

What happens in Vegas is
forgiven here!
ALHAMBRA LUNAR FESTIVAL—
Saturday, February 9
Emmaus Lutheran WILL have a booth and we need volunteers to help
take shifts to help promote the church, the school and the preschool.
Save this date, and plan to be a part of the fun!
Parents may sign up on signups.com and receive parent hours for their
participation. Church members may sign up with Pastor Kaye or Pastor
Jow or call the school or church office. Hour shifts are available, still
giving you time to enjoy the festival and help Emmaus at the same time.
There will be a short training session on Friday, February 8, at 7 p.m. in the
multipurpose room to help volunteers know what to say and hand out to
those who stop by the booth.

Colossal Comets
John Henry—Kindergarten

Principal’s List

Eli Elizardo—First Grade

GPA—3.80-4.00

Chloe Wu—Second Grade

Andreus Hernandez—Third Grade
Jinwen Wu—Fourth Grade
Kyren Lam—Fifth Grade
Naomi Yeoh—Sixth Grade
Arianna Gonzales—Seventh Grade
Aydin Alvarez-Kim—Eighth Grade

Honor Roll

Jeremy Chu (5)

Iren Lam (7)

GPA—3.00-3.49

GPA—3.50-3.79

Kyren Lam (5)

Matthew Mar (7)

Hailey Bae (5)

Madisyn Thai (8)

Raymond Wong (5)

Margie Hittinger (8)

Nathan Gaw (6)

Aydin Alvarez-Kim (8)

Lawrence Tsui (6)

Rose Sluiter (8)

Ryan Qiu (6)

Rachael Chen (8)

Jayden Diep (5)

Kenny Wong (8)

Jayden Wai (5)

Hannah Sanchez (5)

Amanda Wissmann (8)

Elaine Sun (5)

Calvin Cheung (5)

Logan Hou (8)

Joaquin Mariani (6)

Ethan Thai (5)

Lucy Pacheco (8)

Ashley Quach (6)
Sophia Jones (6)

Sophia Wissmann (6)

Jacklyn Mullen (6)

Nathan Young (7)

Janine Cardoza (6)

Gitano Kwan—Kindergarten

Thomas Rodriguez (7)

Daniel Gamboa (7)

Justin Chen—First Grade

Johnathan Trinetra (7)

Wesley Chung (7)

Samuel Jones (8)

Victor Chen (7)

Talia Chan—Kindergarten

Matthew Chan—First Grade

Jolene Wai (8)

Mathletics Leaders
Caleb Chu—Second Grade
Jinwen Wu—Fourth Grade

Sean Viengkhou (8)

Abby Trinh—Third Grade

Derek Rivas (8)

Joaquin Mariani—Sixth Grade

Mia Mariani (8)

Joy Huang—Seventh Grade

Justin Phan (7)

Merit Awards

Chelsea Jung (5)

Accelerated Reader Awards

Julian Blanco (5)

Owen Sun (6)
Naomi Yeoh (6)
Ryan Viengkhou (6)
Cooper Sprague (6)
Joshua Yamada (6)
Kaitlin Kong (6)
Armina Li (6)
Arianna Gonzlaes (7)
Abigail Yeoh (7)
Kaylyn Thai (7)
Jasmine Tian (7)

Below is part 4 of a study on Martin Luther’s
A SIMPLE WAY TO PRAY. This is a practical introduction to
the theology and practice of prayer from the
command and promise of the Lord’s Prayer, based on
Luther’s Small and Large Catechism. In this study over the
next few months, we will delve into the Lord’s Prayer, the
Ten Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed and be given some practical advice and tools to help our prayer life
and prayer practice. This is found on the LCMS website, and written by the Rev. Dr. John W. Sias, Pastor, Mt.
Calvary Lutheran Church, Colstrip, Montana.
Prayer as earthly access to a heavenly treasure
Luther, therefore, does not limit his inspiration for prayer to the Lord’s Prayer only, but he provides in A Simple Way to Pray a key to open this
treasure of doctrine, teaching, to enrich our faith and our praying. In fact, Luther intended his catechisms to be not simply books for Christian instruction, but devotional, prayer works. Of all Christians, but especially all pastors and preachers, he says, “They should daily exercise themselves
in the catechism, which is a short summary and epitome of the entire Holy Scriptures. They should always teach the catechism. . . . These pastors
are now released from the useless and burdensome babbling of the seven canonical hours of prayer. I wish that, instead of these, they would
read each morning, noon, and evening only a page or two in the catechism, the prayer book, the New Testament, or something else in the Bible.
They should pray the Lord’s Prayer for themselves and their parishioners. Then they might respond with honor and thanks to the Gospel.”29 Such
an orientation toward study in the Christian doctrine and God’s Word, and then the prayer that flows from it, would be good not only for pastors!
The Ten Commandments and the Fourfold Wreath In the second part of Luther’s A Simple Way to Pray, he moves on from the Lord’s Prayer to
consider the other two of the first three parts of the catechism, the Ten Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed. In each, he demonstrates a
simple and flexible but also quite useful model for prayer that President Matthew Harrison has abbreviated with the acronym “I.T.C.P.” So that his
prayers may be as “completely free of distractions as possible,”30 focused on the Word of God and hearing it as Law and Gospel, and then responding with prayer in terms of God’s definite commands and promises, just as we did in the Lord’s Prayer, Luther makes “a wreath of four
strands out of each commandment:” “Treasure” is a carefully chosen word. When the Treasury of Daily Prayer was released in 2008, its name
followed in a long tradition of “prayer treasuries.” The word “treasury” or “treasure” comes from the Greek thesaurus — a word also borrowed to
name books for those seeking just the right words. Thus, “treasury” or “treasure” is a fitting word for a book that helps us find just the right words
with which to pray. “First, Instruction: I read each commandment and consider what it is teaching me, as intended by the commandment, and
think about what God is so earnestly demanding of me. Second, Thanksgiving: I use the commandment to thank God for something. Third, Confession of sin. Fourth, I use the commandment to say a Prayer using these or similar words.” Here, as with the Lord’s Prayer, Luther finds a way to
slow us down and get us to contemplate familiar words from God’s Word, instead of just rattling them off. A Simple Way to Pray provides worthwhile examples, worked out in this way, for each of the Ten Commandments (Luther combines the last two). (For these examples, see the book!)
Luther suggests he was in the custom of beginning at the first commandment and moving through the rest, as he had time or inclination, again
noting that “If the Holy Spirit should come and begin to preach rich, enlightened thoughts in your heart, give Him the honor and let these kinds of
fixed thoughts go. Be still and pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s thoughts, for He can do far better than you . . . as David says in Psalm 119:18:
‘Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.’ ” What matters is not so much “getting through a devotion” as Luther has
outlined it, but hearing from God in His Word, applying it to our situation and finding sound words, in God’s promises, to pray. Yet, Luther’s outline is generally quite helpful in getting us started from not our thoughts, but the Spirit’s. With each commandment, Luther moves through the
four strands of the “four-fold wreath,” an outline that keeps the meditation focused in a particular aspect of God’s Word or Christian doctrine
drawn from it, while progressing from hearing to application to prayer. Instruction is the first strand of Luther’s wreath. What does this Word of
God teach? What does God mean by these words? As these are commandments, what does God expect of me? In order to “consider [our] place
in life according to the Ten Commandments,” as Luther’s Small Catechism advises all Christians to do when preparing for confession, we must be
schooled in the Ten Commandments. Here you might say, “Who doesn’t know the Ten Commandments?” Yet, a consistent obstacle to our devotional lives is that we consistently underestimate what God can say in a few words. Luther doesn’t, and he teaches us not to. “It must be true,” he
says, “that whoever knows the Ten Commandments perfectly must know all the Scriptures [Matthew 7:12].” Likewise, “what, indeed, is the entire Book of Psalms but thoughts and exercises upon the First Commandment?” Think on that! Have you really understood, then, even the First
Commandment, let alone mastered it? Luther teaches us here a healthy modesty before the majesty of God’s Law, but he also points us toward
understanding. If the Psalms are a bit much to bite off to begin to understand just the First Commandment, Luther’s Small Catechism explanations
and Large Catechism sermons on the Ten Commandments also are excellent starting points for opening our ears to hear the fullness of what God
is saying. As our mothers told us, we have two ears and one mouth for a reason. And we must hear from God before we can speak meaningfully
to Him.

The History of the Super Bowl (written by Robert
Fleegler from the American Historian)
As fans prepare and wait for the Super Bowl, coming up on February 3, it
is the perfect time to review the history of the biggest sporting event in the
country. Far younger than the World Series, the Masters, or the Kentucky
Derby, the NFL championship game has become a virtual national holiday
in which the life of the country comes to a full and complete stop.
The Super Bowl's origins lie in the creation of the American Football
League (AFL) in 1960. Started by a group of businessmen who wanted
their own pro football franchises but were frustrated by the NFL's unwillingness to expand, the AFL forged ahead as an alternative league playing
a more wide-open brand of football. So began a rivalry that would help
propel pro football ahead of baseball as the most popular spectator sport
in the country by the end of the decade.
In 1966, after several years of competition, NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle and Lamar Hunt, owner of the AFL's
Kansas City Chiefs, negotiated a merger agreement in which the two leagues would formally join together in 1970. In
the meantime, the AFL and NFL champions would play each other at the end of the season and Hunt suggested calling the new game the "Super Bowl." Though both he and Rozelle thought a better title could be found, sportswriters
started using the moniker in advance of the inaugural game in January 1967 and it stuck.
Though there was anticipation before Super Bowl I between the Green Bay Packers and Kansas City Chiefs, the hype
did not remotely approach what we see today. The game, which was held in the Los Angeles Coliseum, did not even
sell out. As Michael MacCambridge, author of a history of pro football, observed, "fans simply weren't used to traveling
to neutral sites." Though the Vince Lombardi-era Packers routed the Chiefs and ratified the notion of NFL superiority,
the game drew 65 million television viewers, the largest ever for an American sporting event at the time.
The game's popularity took off from there as the New York Jets' shocking upset of the Baltimore Colts in Super Bowl
III gave the AFL credibility. After the merger, the NFL split into the American Football Conference (AFC) and the National Football Conference (NFC) and the victors of those conferences fought it out at the end of each season. The
two-week gap between the conference championship games allowed suspense to build, as the media presence grew
dramatically. By 1974, the event had grown to such proportions that Norman Vincent Peale declared that if Christ
were alive "he'd be at the Super Bowl."
As the NFC's domination of the AFC produced a series of Super Bowl routs in the 1980s, Madison Avenue swooped
in to create a different kind of interest in the game. In 1984, Apple commissioned a Ridley Scott-directed commercial
promoting their new Macintosh computer. The ad, based on George Orwell's dystopian novel, 1984, showed a woman
tossing a sledgehammer into a gigantic TV screen of Big Brother's propaganda. Shown during Super Bowl XVIII, the
commercial started a sensation and from that point forward, corporate America debuted their best ads during the
game. After all, no better place to unveil them than before the biggest national television audience of the year. And
ranking the spots became another part of watching the game.
While viewership for the World Series and NBA Finals are highly dependent on whether large-market teams or major
stars participate or not, the Super Bowl's ratings are almost unaffected by these factors. The NFL's revenue-sharing
arrangement allows small-market teams to remain competitive and even become national brands. While a playoff
matchup between the Colorado Rockies and Seattle Mariners would strike fear into the hearts of baseball officials, last
year's Super Bowl between the Denver Broncos and Seattle Seahawks drew an American television record of 112
million viewers.
With the rise of cable TV, the Internet, and other entertainment options, the country rarely pauses to watch or follow
the same event, except in cases of national tragedy. When the game begins, virtually the entire nation will be
watching, producing a collective experience rare in today's niche culture world.

